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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida . Date will announced soon 
with Guided Tour to a Dairy Farm plus a milk 
processing plant. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, to be held 
from 25th to 30th Novembr, 2019 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

 Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 16th November, 
2019 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/8_14092019_DSSP%20Program%20bro-
chure.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 30th  October, 2019. 

Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised in the 
of  2019 which date will be announced very soon.
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Indian News 

PM Modi to take a call on all pending RCEP issues 

Oct 15, 2019, 12.07 PM IST 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/pm-modi-to-take-a-call-on-all-pending-rcep-

issues/articleshow/71589645.cms 

EW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi will take up India’s unresolved is-

sues in the proposed Regional Compre-

hensive Economic Partnership trade agreement 

at the leaders’ summit next month if the 16 

members are unabl 

As per a 10-day work plan of 14 issues compiled 

by member countries, at least five demands 

pertain to India specifically. India wants to 

change the base year to apply reduced tariffs to 

2019, from 2013; an auto trigger mechanism to 

curb sudden surges in imports and decide on 

which products it doesn’t want to offer the 

same tariff concessions to all countries; and fu-

ture domestic policy concessions in investment 

and services sectors (called ‘ratchet' in trade 

parlance). 

“These issues need to be resolved by October 

22. Those not closed by then, will be frozen 

through the leaders’ decision,” said a source 

aware of the development. 

Intense bilateral parleys are expected in the 

next 10 days as Indian negotiators finetune the 

position on these crucial issues, especially on 

strict origin norms to keep in check Chinese im-

ports. 

While no joint statement was planned after the 

RCEP ministerial meeting in Bangkok on Octo-

ber 11-12, attended by commerce and industry 

minister Piyush Goyal, a media statement was 

expected. However, talks were inconclusive. 

The RCEP is a proposed FTA between the 10 

member states of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (Asean) and its six FTA partners – 

China, India, Japan, South Korea, Australia and 

New Zealand. RCEP negotiations began in No-

vember 2012. 

Singapore is learnt to have told India to decide 

if it wants to stay in the trade pact. 

“India has said it will remain if its asks are met,” 

the source said. Ecommerce, tariff differential, 

policy decisions at municipal and Panchayat lev-

els, and exemption from taxation disputes are 

the other issues that India needs to resolve for 

the agreement to get concluded in November 

and signed next year. 

India has pushed for these safeguards and cave-

ats in ratchet and concessions given to a trading 

partner under a bilateral treaty automatically 

getting extended to RCEP members as it fears 

Chinese imports flooding the country especially 

through other RCEP members. 
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Poor awareness, low milk consumption make the South deficient in proteins 
October 15, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/poor-awareness-low-milk-consumption-make-the-south-deficient-

in-proteins/article29691122.ece 

 

3 percent of people who don’t consume 

milk are deficient in proteins 

Poor levels of awareness on protein re-

quirement seem to have left most of the people 

in the urban areas of the South deficient in pro-

teins, which are considered as buildings of the 

body. 

Surprisingly, the awareness of the daily require-

ment of protein among consumers in various 

cities is seen to differ sharply. Awareness is 

highest in Hyderabad at 68 per cent, followed 

by Chennai (25 per cent) and Bengaluru (5 per 

cent). 

About 68 per cent of the people are unaware of 

basic daily protein requirement. About 92 per 

cent of them sincerely believed that their pro-

tein requirement is fulfilled by consuming dairy 

products. 

The survey titled, South India Protein Gap, was 

conducted by Godrej Agrovet and Creamline 

Dairy Products busts myths around consump-

tion of milk. Commissioned by the dairy firms, 

the survey was done by Karvy Insights, a market 

research firm. It covered 312 consumers in 

Chennai, Bengaluru and Hyderabad or 92 

households that maintained a record of the 

food intake. 

The per capita consumption in the South is put 

at 330 ml as against a healthy intake of 400 ml. 

Talking on the highlights of the survey, Raj 

Kanwar, Chief Executive Officer of Creamline 

Dairy Products, said, “While 80 per cent of con-

sumers surveyed in this report were aware of 

the importance of protein in their daily diet, 68 

per cent were unaware of the daily protein re-

quirement,” he said. 

“The study indicates milk is considered a com-

plete protein source by 75 per cent of the re-

spondents but, but only 32 per cent of the 

adults consume it,” he said. 

He said the survey would help in understanding 

the predicament of not just consumers but the 

entire ecosystem and making the South suffi-

cient in protein intake. 

“Protein is a key nutrient for both growth and 

immunity. The deficiency of protein, indicate ei-

ther lack of body protein or deficiency of one or 

more essential amino acids,” nutritionist and di-

etician Dharini Krishnan said. 

“It can lead to retarded growth and develop-

ment, fatigue, nutritional oedema, and might 

even be fatal in cases of acute deficiency. There 

are a lot of misconceptions associated with milk 

which need to be debunked,” she felt. 
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Prime Minister Modi may have to take a final call on RCEP next month 
Published on October 14, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/prime-minister-modi-may-have-to-take-a-final-call-on-rcep-

next-month/article29682693.ece 

 

ssues pending beyond Oct 24 will be placed 

before the Leaders Summit on November 4 

in Bangkok 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi may have to 

take a final call on whether India will participate 

in the proposed Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP) trading bloc when he 

represents India in the Leaders Summit early 

next month with his counterparts from 15 other 

member countries, including China, and the 

ASEAN as all pending issues will be placed be-

fore the leaders. 

“India has time till October 24 to sort out all 

pending issues with member countries bilater-

ally, including tariff differentials, rules of origin 

(ROO), e-commerce, the auto-trigger mecha-

nism, the base-rate for tariff cuts, local 

measures and ISDS (Investor State Dispute Set-

tlement). All issues that are pending beyond the 

deadline will be placed before the leaders at the 

RCEP Summit on November 4 and they will take 

a final call,” a person close to the negotiations 

told BusinessLine. 

The decision of putting in place a 10-day work 

plan to sort out all loose ends was taken after 

the RCEP Trade and Economic Ministers, who 

met in Bangkok last week, were not able to 

work out compromises in most of the conten-

tious areas of the negotiations. 

While India has the largest number of unre-

solved problems that need to be bilaterally 

worked out, there are other members too such 

as Japan, South Korea, Philippines and Malaysia 

that have issues to settle with the larger mem-

bership. 

“Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 

stressed at the RCEP Ministerial in Bangkok that 

the concerns that Indian industry and farmers 

had, especially about increased competition 

from China hurting their livelihoods, had to be 

addressed fully in the pact. Therefore, it was im-

portant for India to have tight rules of origin 

rules and a vibrant auto-trigger mechanism to 

check against import surges among other safe-

guards,” the official said. 

Officials from RCEP countries will meet this 

week in Bangkok to sort out ROO which are put 

in place to ensure that third countries don’t 

route their exports through another country. In-

dia is in favour of tough ROO so that Chinese 

goods cannot be routed through ASEAN coun-

tries into India. But there has been huge opposi-

tion to India’s proposal from other members, 

including China and the ASEAN. 

New Delhi’s other proposal of putting in place 

an auto trigger mechanism for automatic impo-

sition of safeguard duties once imports cross a 

given threshold limit has also been met with a 

lukewarm response. Most members are insist-

ing that it be restricted to just a handful of 

items (about 100) and be implemented for a 

short period. 

It is important for India to have effective safe-

guards against import surges as the RCEP will be 

an ambitious pact with tariff elimination taking 

place for more than three-fourths of traded 

goods. 
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Keventer Agro plans to raise Rs 700 crore; Mandala Capital might exit 
October 14, 2019 13:18 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/keventer-agro-plans-to-raise-rs-700-crore-manadala-capi-

tal-might-exit-119101101263_1.html 

 

olkata-based Keventer Agro, one of the 

largest food and agriculture compa-

nies from eastern India, has begun 

talks for a fresh round of funding, said sources. 

The company is eyeing $100 million (or Rs 700 

crore) for its expansion plans in dairy and ba-

nana plantations. While talks are at a prelimi-

nary stage, it may lead to the exit of Mandala 

Capital, its current investor, paving the way for 

a new strategic partner, sources added. 

In response to a mail, a company spokesperson 

said, “Keventer Agro is one of the fastest grow-

ing food and beverage companies from East In-

dia and as part of our expansion strategy we 

look at funding opportunities on an ongoing ba-

sis. While Mandala Capital is a valued share-

holder of Keventer Agro, we would not be in a 

position to comment on what their plans are." 

In an email, Mandala Capital’s managing part-

ner Uday Garg confirmed that Keventer 

Agro had engaged Avendus Capital to look for 

fresh funds. The fund raising, he said, was for 

the company’s expansion plans. He declined, 

however, to get into deal specifics. 

A specialist in the food and agriculture space, 

Mandala had bought close to 15 per cent 

in Keventer Agro for $25 million (or Rs 170 

crore) in an all-cash deal in 2017. 

The deal had pegged Keventer Agro’s enterprise 

value at $180 million (or Rs 1,100 crore) and 

was one of the biggest private equity invest-

ments in the dairy space in eastern India back 

then. 

“Mandala may exit in all likelihood, leading to 

the entry of another investor which will buy out 

its stake and pump in more money into the 

company,” said an official privy to discussions in 

the matter. 

“The second, less likely possibility, is that Man-

dala will remain invested and another player 

will come in,” he added. 

The Rs 1-trillion organised dairy market in India 

is clocking a compounded annual growth rate of 

around 15 per cent, said analysts, and attracting 

interest from several multinational and domes-

tic players including ITC, Britannia, Future 

Group and Lactalis. 

Leaders in the space include cooperatives such 

as Amul and Mother Dairy, with compa-

nies such as Nestle largely operating in the 

value-added dairy space. 

Keventer Agro, which closed FY19 with a turno-

ver of Rs 870 crore, has invested nearly Rs 200 

crore in the last one year to expand its milk and 

banana businesses in eastern and northern In-

dia The company is looking to touch Rs 7,000 
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crore in the next eight years on the back of cat-

egories such as dairy and food processing, chair-

man and Managing Director Mayank Jalan said. 

The company, part of the Kolkata-based 

Keventer group, is open to acquisitions in dairy 

and food processing, he added. Besides dairy 

and banana plantations, Keventer Agro is also a 

franchisee in the east for Parle Agro, the maker 

of Frooti, Appy and Bailey packaged water. 

 

Giriraj Singh objects to imported milk, asks govt to keep dairy out of RCEP 
October 13, 2019 15:39 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/giriraj-singh-asks-commerce-min-to-keep-dairy-out-of-

rcep-trade-deal-119101300336_1.html 

 

nion Minister Giriraj Singh has asked 

the commerce ministry to keep dairy 

sector out of the proposed RCEP free 

trade pact, voicing reservation on possible im-

port of milk produced by cattle that are given 

animal feed. 

Opening of free trade in dairy sector will affect 

farmers of India, which is the world's largest 

producer of milk, the dairy and animal hus-

bandry minister said. 

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partner-

ship (RCEP) - a mega free trade agreement be-

ing negotiated among 10 ASEAN countries with 

their six FTA partners (India, China, Japan, South 

Korea, Australia and New Zealand). The pro-

posed deal is expected to be finalised and 

signed by the next month. 

Last week, RCEP member countries met in 

Bangkok for three days of negotiations, perhaps 

for the last time to conclude the deal. 

Explaining reasons why dairy sector should be 

kept out of the ambit of the pro-

posed RCEP trade pact, the minister said: "I 

have objection on two issues. We will not ac-

cept the milk produced by cattle that are given 

animal protein. Our condition is milk imported 

should have not any animal feed". 

India does not use animal protein as feed to cat-

tle, the minister told PTI. 

Noting that India is the world's largest milk pro-

ducer and has highest cattle population, Singh 

said, "Despite all, the country's per capita milk 

yield is lowest in the world and as a result the 

cost of production of milk is higher compared to 

other countries". 

The per capital yield of milk is around 10 litres 

in India, while 40 litres in other countries due to 

animal feed, he added. 

"For us, dairy is a backyard business. We re-

quest all RCEP countries to keep this sector out-

side the proposed trade pact," the minister 

said. 

About 80 million rural household are engaged in 

milk production in India with very high propor-

tion being landless, small and marginal farmers. 

The total estimated milk production in the 

country was 176.35 million tonnes during 2017-

18. The government has targeted milk produc-

tion of 254.55 million tonnes by 2022.
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Dairy cooperatives seek tax parity with companies 

Oct 12, 2019, 06.59 PM IST 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/food/dairy-cooperatives-seek-tax-parity-with-

companies/articleshow/71549261.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Campaign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Me-

dium=Referral 

EW DELHI: Dairy cooperatives, led by 

the maker of Amul butter, have asked 

finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman to 

tax them on a par with companies, after last 

month’s reduction of corporate tax left them 

paying a higher rate. 

“Amul and other cooperative organisations feel 

that the sector should also be charged on a par 

with corporates as they are farmer-oriented,” 

said Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Feder-

ation (GCMMF) director RS Sodhi, in a letter to 

the finance minister. ET has seen a copy of the 

letter. 

While corporate tax has been slashed to 22% 

from 30%, the farmer-led dairy cooperatives 

continue to be taxed at the earlier 30% rate. 

Growing at a Fair Clip 

This puts GCMMF, the maker of Amul butter, 

chocolates and ice cream, as well as other dair-

ies at a disadvantage over their rivals such as 

NestleNSE 0.44 %, BritanniaNSE 1.96 %, and 

HUL. 

“The farmer-oriented sector, which is core to 

the economy, is now paying more tax than cor-

porates. We have requested the government 

that the cooperative sector be taxed on a par 

with corporates, to fuel growth and invest-

ments, and (for) a level playing field,” Sodhi told 

ET. 

The government had, on September 20, an-

nounced a steep cut in corporate taxes, ena-

bling domestic companies to pay income tax at 

the rate of 22%, with the effective tax rate, in-

clusive of surcharge and cess, working out to 

25.17%. 

GCMMF reported 13% increase in standalone 

turnover to ?33,150 crore for the year ended 

March 31, 2019. Apart from Gujarat, Maharash-

tra, Punjab and Kerala too have large-scale dairy 

cooperatives. 

The dairy industry in India is growing at a fair 

clip and India was the leading milk producing 

country in the world last year. According to a 

March 2019 report by global research firm Re-

search and Markets, the country’s milk pro-

cessing industry is estimated to grow at a CAGR 

of 14.8% till 2023, and reach sales of ?2.45 lakh 

crore by then. 

The report attributes increase in demand for 

milk in the country to higher population, and 

lists lack of sufficient availability of cold storage 

facilities and inefficient distribution as deter-

rents to further growth of the sector.

 

Proposal to import milk products opposed 
OCTOBER 12, 2019 23:07 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/proposal-to-import-milk-products-opposed/arti-

cle29668544.ece 

embers cutting across party lines in 

the Assembly have opposed the Cen-

tre’s proposal of importing dairy 

products from countries like New Zealand and 

Australia. 

Raising the issue during the debate on the State 

Budget in the Legislative Assembly on Saturday, 

G. Somashekara Reddy (BJP), former KMF chair-

man, opposed the import of byproducts of milk 

which would adversely affect the Indian dairy 

industry. Karnataka ranked second after Gujarat 
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in milk production and therefore, any decision 

to import milk products would adversely hit do-

mestic farmers, he said. Milk production in the 

State has presently reached 80 lakh litres a day. 

Former Animal Husbandry Minister Venkatrao 

Nadagouda (JD-S) said import would reduce the 

demand for domestic dairy products. 

The Confederation of All India Traders has writ-

ten to Prime Minister Narendra Modi against 

the possible nod by the Centre to the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership that 

would eventually allow the import of dairy 

products. Until now, dairy imports were not al-

lowed by India. Amul, the country’s biggest milk 

brand, and its parent, the National Dairy Devel-

opment Board, have reiterated their staunch 

opposition to import from New Zealand and 

Australia. New Zealand is the world’s largest ex-

porter of milk and dairy products, Mr. Reddy 

said. 

 

Concern over impact of RCEP pact on dairy farmers 
MYSURU, OCTOBER 12, 2019 01:09 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/concern-over-impact-of-rcep-pact-on-dairy-farmers/arti-

cle29661169.ece 

 

airy farmers in Mysuru have expressed 

concern over the ramifications of the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) pact set to be finalised in 

due course. 

The RCEP is a trade agreement between mem-

bers of ASEAN (Association of South East Asian 

Nations) and some other countries — including 

India. The Mysore District Cooperative Milk Pro-

ducers Societies Union Ltd. fears that its inter-

ests could be jeopardised. 

This fear stems from the possible fallout of the 

RCEP agreement which will pave the way for 

free imports of milk products. 

The Union said there are 1,080 cooperative so-

cieties in Mysuru district alone who were de-

pendent on dairy farming for sustenance and 

90,000 families were part of it. Dairy farming 

was the main vocation for these families and 

they ensured regular milk supply to the entire 

region. All of this could be disrupted, the mem-

bers said. At the national level, nearly 10 crore 

people were directly or indirectly dependent on 

it for a living. The Union feared that the free 

trade pact could have a negative bearing on the 

rural economy in general and the dairy farming 

sector in particular. 

At present, there is an import duty of 15% upto 

10,000 tonnes of dairy produce and 60% for any 

import above that. But this protection will cease 

and jeopardise the future of dairy farmers once 

the free trade pact gets official nod, said the un-

ion members. 

It was pointed out that the dairy farming in the 

country has grown by leaps and bounds and 

there are measures in place to increase the out-

put from 180 million tonnes at present to 330 

million tonnes by 2033. This being the case, the 

government should take all steps to safeguard 

the interest of dairy farmers in the country and 

not be a signatory to any pact that prescribes 

duty-free import, said the union.
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Dairy companies see milk procurement price stabilising at higher levels 

October 11, 2019 00:47 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/dairy-companies-see-milk-procurement-price-

stabilising-at-higher-levels-119101001071_1.html 

 

ith the onset of winter and the re-

sulting rise in milk supply across the 

country, dairy companies are ex-

pecting procurement prices to stabilise at cur-

rent levels. 

Milk procurement prices for dairies are now Rs 

31 a litre in Mahrashtra, from Rs 28 a litre be-

fore the severe floods in the western part of the 

state in the first fortnight of August. Thousands 

of milch cattle are feared lost. Similar flooding 

in other milk producing regions have hit the 

country’s output. 

In contrast, milk demand has risen in the ongo-

ing festival season, prompting dairy compa-

nies to raise procurement prices. 

“While it is premature to estimate how the en-

suing season spans out, milk procurement 

prices might not increase significantly from the 

current level,” said Amitabha Ray, managing di-

rector at Schreiber Dynamix Dairies, producer of 

Dynamix brand dairy products. 

Dairy companies had also raised milk prices by 

Rs 2 a litre in May. 

“The average monsoon rainfall has been surplus 

throughout India this year. Also, farmers are 

now getting a reasonably good price, which will 

set-off the 40 per cent increase in feed cost 

over the past year. Farmers will be encouraged 

to add a new set of animals, and consequently 

produce more milk this season. Thus, we don’t 

foresee any further increase in SMP (skimmed 

milk powder) prices from the current Rs 270-

300 a kg,” said R S Sodhi, managing director, 

Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation, 

which sells the Amul brand of products. 

The five months from the start of November 

and ending March is considered the peak supply 

season. Dairy companies normally convert ex-

cess liquid milk into SMP, for supply in both liq-

uid and powder form through the weak (April-

October) supply period. 

During the past year, liquid milk and SMP prices 

have risen by 25 per cent and 26 per cent, re-

spectively. 

“All dairy firms have already raised ghee and liq-

uid milk prices by three to six per cent and five 

per cent, respectively, in the past quarter. 

Cheese prices have been revised upwards by 8-

21 per cent over the past one year. Overall, the 

dairy universe will report 16 per cent year-on-

year sales growth but a 7 per cent decline in 

Ebitda (operating earnings), as milk inflation has 

not been passed on entirely. Nestle has initiated 

a price hike in infant formula and baby food by 

four per cent in the last quarter, to pass on milk 

powder inflation,” said Sagarika Mukherjee, an 

analyst with Elara Securities. 
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Dairy paneer found unfit for consumption 
Oct 12, 2019 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/dairy-paneer-found-unfit-for-consumption/846070.html 

nce again lab reports have confirmed 

that ‘paneer’ sold across the district is 

unfit for human consumption. The sold 

‘paneer’ is mixed with foreign fat, which is other 

than the milk fat. This was stated in a report of 

the state food-testing laboratory at Kharar last 

week. 

Sadly, out of nine samples collected from Singla 

Milk Dairy in September, four failed to meet the 

quality standards. Samples of milk, curd and 

‘khoya’ were found ‘substandard’ while 

‘paneer’ was declared unfit for human con-

sumption.  

However, adulterants, including cottonseed oil, 

skimmed milk powder (SMP) and cream, met 

the quality standards. Food products prepared 

from these adulterants were below the quality 

standards. 

Talking about ‘paneer’, the District Health Of-

ficer (DHO), Satinder Singh, said according to 

the report cottonseed oil was used as foreign 

fat to meet the required fat content of ‘paneer’, 

which was illegal. 

Moreover, fat content of ‘paneer’ sample col-

lected from the Singla Dairy was 56 per cent, 

which should be between 40 to 43 per cent, he 

added.  Fat content was from a foreign sub-

stance, which made food product unfit for hu-

man consumption, he said. 

“Milk dairies often use cottonseed oil to im-

prove the fat content as it is cost-effective. The 

owner has already admitted that he was using 

cottonseed oil to prepare paneer,” he added. 

The report has already sent shockwaves among 

city residents as Singla Milk Dairy is a famous 

and old shop in the Raghumajra area. 

The District Health Department will now be fil-

ing a case against owner of Singla Milk Dairy in 

the court of Additional Deputy Commissioner 

(ADC) for the samples found substandard. How-

ever, a separate case would be filed in the judi-

cial court for the ‘paneer’ sample as it was unfit 

for human consumption. 

“Dairy owner will be given one month window 

to countercheck his samples from another food 

testing laboratory before we file a case against 

him,” the DHO said.  

RCEP: Why industry and farmers fear it 
October 12, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/the-fear-about-rcep-destroying-domestic-industry-is-not-with-

out-reason/article29653981.ece

ndia’s trade deficit with ASEAN and five 

other countries in RCEP is over $100 billion 

BL Research Bureau 

While the stage is all set for finalisation of the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) pact between ASEAN and six other coun-

tries, including India, the country’s manufactur-

ing industries and farmers are keeping their fin-

gers crossed, fearing it should not turn into a 

raw deal for them again. 

Their fear is only justified given India’s adverse 

experience in all the free trade agreements 

(FTAs) so far. 

RCEP is a trade agreement where associating 

countries agree upon reducing or completely 
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eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers on im-

ports and exports. 

India’s trade deficit with the ASEAN bloc - Bru-

nei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, My-

anmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vi-

etnam and the five others in the RCEP pact - 

China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New 

Zealand is already massive, and only increasing 

every year. 

Trade deficit with the above countries which 

stood at $54 billion in 2013-14 had increased to 

$105 billion in 2018-19. 

While India currently sends 20 per cent of all its 

exports to the above countries, 35 per cent of 

all imports are from this bloc of countries. Strik-

ingly, China, which is in the forefront pushing 

RCEP after breaking ties with the US, is the larg-

est exporter into India. 

Of the country's $105 billion trade deficit, $53 

billion is only with China. Electrical machinery, 

equipment, appliances, plastic articles, iron and 

steel, aluminium, ceramic products, man-made 

fibres and furniture are a few of the many 

goods that China dumps into India every year. 

Thus, manufacturers of the above products fear 

increased dumping from China post the RCEP 

deal. 

It is dreaded that India’s commitment under the 

RCEP will be higher than what it is under the ex-

isting FTAs with ASEAN, Japan, South Korea and 

others. 

Past experience 

Post 2006, India started aggressively signing bi-

lateral trade agreements, including the first bi-

lateral FTA with Sri Lanka (ISFTA). This came 

into effect in March 2000. 

After that, India had signed bilateral trade 

agreements with Malaysia, Singapore and South 

Korea. It had also become a partner in many 

RTAs like the ASEAN CECA.  

However, India has always been at the receiving 

end of the FTAs. According to the data, the im-

ports from FTA partners have been more than 

India’s exports to them after the signing of 

FTAs. In fact, in a report published by the NITI 

Aayog two years ago, India’s exports to FTA 

countries have not outperformed the overall ex-

port growth or exports to rest of the world. Fur-

ther, the utilisation rate of RTAs by exporters in 

India is very low - between 5 and 25 per cent. 

Among the domestic manufacturing industries, 

the metal industry has been hit the most by 

FTAs. A 10 per cent reduction in FTA tariffs for 

metals has increased imports by 1.4 per cent, 

says the report. In the agricultural commodities 

basket, it is dairy products, pepper, and carda-

mom, which will face the heat of higher dump-

ing post the proposed RCEP, according to mar-

ket observers. At present, cheap imports of car-

damom and black pepper from Sri Lanka and 

ASEAN countries have been hurting farmers in 

Kerela. The same has been the case with rubber 

farmers as rubber at cheaper rates from Vi-

etnam and Indonesia are getting dumped into 

the country. Coconut farmers too are distressed 

with coconut oil cakes coming-in from the Phil-

ippines and Indonesia. This situation may only 

worsen with the new trade pact, according to 

farmer groups. If dairy products from Australia 

and New Zealand also flood the market, the do-

mestic dairy sector will be also be affected. 

China – joker in the pack 

While the Chinese President Xi Jinping and 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi are meeting to-

day, many hope that India’s huge trade deficit 

with China will be kept in mind when engaging 

in trade negotiation talks. 



Between 2013-14 and 2018-19 India’s trade 

deficit with China had increased from $36 bil-

lion to $53 billion. Now, China makes up for half 

of India’s trade deficit. 

The NITI Aayog report of 2017 makes an inter-

esting point on how China’s entry into a market 

can change the scenario completely for that 

businessmen. Since the enactment of the 

ACFTA (ASEAN- China Free Trade Agreement) in 

2010, ASEAN- 6 countries’ (Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Thailand, Vietnam, Philippines, Singapore) the 

value of the goods traded with China has gone 

from a surplus of $53 billion to a deficit of $54 

billion in 2016. 

While the news of India and China signing more 

than 120 MoUs before the meeting of Modi and 

XI Jinping (for export of products including 

sugar, chemicals, fish, plastics, pharmaceuticals 

and fertilisers from India) has brought a lot of 

cheer, what remains to be seen is how signifi-

cant this would be in terms of value and its im-

pact on reducing the trade deficit. 

 

 

Perception Worse Than Reality Of Adulteration’ 

 11 OCTOBER 2019 

https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/business-news-perception-worse-than-reality-of-adultera-

tion/302229 

ood Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI), an autonomous body un-

der the health ministry, is the sole aut-

hority to ensure food safety. Admitting that 

adulteration is a serious problem, FSSAI’s 

CEO Pawan Kumar Agarwal tells Jeevan Prakash 

Sharma that misinformation is a bigger chal-

lenge. Excerpts from the interview: 

With reports of large-scale adulteration of food, 

especially dairy products such as ghee and milk, 

do you agree that adulteration has reached an 

alarming proportion? 

There is definitely a serious issue of food adul-

teration, but the perception is worse than the 

ground realities. This perception is based on un-

substantiated, sometimes misinformed, news 

about adulteration being circulated on print, 

electronic and social media. There is also genu-

ine news, and even if only a small proportion of 

food is getting adulterated, addressing it is a 

top priority—but it is important to understand 

the extent of adulteration and its health impact 

so there is no unnecessary panic. We have 

heard that some people have stopped taking 

certain food products out of fear of adultera-

tion. Such fears are often unfounded. For in-

stance, we conducted an all-India survey of milk 

recently. Of the 6,432 samples collected, only 

0.18 per cent was found to be adulterated. 

Raids by the Special Task Force and food safety 

department of Madhya Pradesh unearthed 

more than half-a-dozen dairies in villages, with 

a total daily production capacity of 2.5 lakh to 3 

lakh litres of milk. This is just one of the several 

cases where the culprits were caught. 

We do get such news once in a while. At a re-

cent meeting of stakeholders, there was a unan-

imous view that our survey depicts the real situ-

ation. However, sporadic incidents of adultera-

tion cannot be ruled out. Information should be 

discreetly collected and raids conducted. This is 

usually restricted to a few areas that have been 

identified. We have asked the state govern-

ments to be extra vigilant in those areas. 

Besides adulteration, what are the other con-

cerns regarding food safety? 
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FSSAI is also committed to addressing the mat-

ter of food being unsafe due to contaminants 

coming from primary production or across the 

value chain. We also have to ensure that food 

business operators follow the quality parame-

ters we have set. Labelling defects, sometimes 

deliberate, are another area of concern. 

Doesn’t your data—26.4 per cent of food sam-

ples collected across the country in 2018-19 

failed to conform to the set standards—point to 

a bigger problem? 

It doesn’t mean one-fourth of food available in 

the market is unsafe. When state food safety 

officers conduct enforcement exercises, they 

identify potential spots and take the samples 

from there. It is targeted sampling, not repre-

sentative of the entire food of the country. 

According to your own data, food safety officers 

could collect only 233 samples on an average 

daily. Isn’t it inadequate? 

I agree it is very small. In many states, there are 

not enough food safety officers or lab facilities. 

To address the first problem, we have asked 

each food safety inspector to take at least six to 

eight samples every month. Many states are not 

doing it, but we are asking them to. For the sec-

ond problem, I have asked the state food safety 

departments to go for a private lab notified by 

the FSSAI. Simultaneously, we are building the 

capacity of the state labs. 

Many people say the food safety act has been 

diluted. 

I think the focus of the current act is not to 

catch people doing the wrong thing, but to pre-

vent people from doing it—preventive control. 

In order to ensure safety across the value chain, 

we have to educate food business operators. It 

is a paradigm shift from the earlier prevention 

of food adulteration act. With the prevailing 

act, we are looking at the whole gamut of food 

processing—transport, storage, retail, distribu-

tion—everything to ensure that a consumer 

gets safe food. 

False news about processed food makes people 

consume less processed food so our processed 

food sector and exports suffer. They thrive on 

the trust of people, which gets eroded. It is im-

portant to trust the food available in the mar-

ket. Don’t trust blindly, but educate yourself. 

There are tests for food adulteration that peo-

ple can do on their own. We also need to 

strengthen our intelligence on food adultera-

tion happening in certain pockets. 

In states like Delhi, lack of coordination be-

tween the food safety department and the po-

lice is quite apparent in several cases. Does that 

bother you? 

Much better coordination is needed to ensure 

that food adulteration or unsafe food cases can 

reach a logical conclusion. In many states, these 

systems work together, but in others it is a bit 

of a challenge. 

Despite the ban on sale of loose edible oil and 

spice powders, some states have allowed it and 

in others it is blatantly ignored. Why? 

It is a big challenge. Some states have allowed 

the sale of loose edible oil in the interest of the 

livelihood of the common man. We have been 

persuading them that such permission is not 

correct. Spices are another area. Packaging 

methods are available at a nominal cost, so this 

should not happen. Of late, the concern about 

plastic waste has raised the question of which 

one is better: loose sale or packaged sale? 

Sometimes you are caught between these 

trade-offs among environment, food safety and 

livelihood issues. 

Often, difference in results of two laboratories 

helps the culprits get away. Why is the profi-

ciency of labs so poor in our country? 



The reason for varying results can be either de-

liberate, involving the integrity of the person 

doing the testing, or it could be a non-deliber-

ate error. If it is deliberate, then it is outright 

criminal and these people must be taken to 

task. In many cases, the same sample gives dif-

ferent results if the correct equipment is not 

used or its calibration is not right. Sometimes 

the methodology is different, leading to differ-

ent results. We are trying to minimise them as 

much as possible by improving the quality of 

testing in both state labs and referral labs. 

Sometimes people who conduct food tests are 

scientists and often they make the plea that 

they have done it through their own way and 

they are right. 

 

 

 

 

Indian cooperatives ink pact with Sri Lanka for milk supply 
Oct, 11, 2019 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/indian-cooperatives-ink-pact-with-sri-lanka-

for-milk-supply/articleshow/71539855.cms 

EW DELHI: India, the world's largest 

milk producer, on Friday signed a 

memorandum of interest (MoI) with 

Sri Lanka for supply of milk and milk products. 

The MoI was signed at the inauguration of the 

country's first-ever India International Coopera-

tives Trade Fair being organised at Pragati Mai-

dan here. 

"Three MoIs have been signed with the Sri 

Lanka government which shown interest to buy 

milk from India. The quantity and price has not 

been quoted yet," a senior official of National 

Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) 

said. 

The Tamil Nadu Milk Cooperatiave Federation 

that owns 'Aavin' brand, Puducherry Milk Coop-

erative Federation that owns 'PonLait' brand 

and fertiliser company Indian Potash Ltd have 

signed a separate pact with the Sri Lanka gov-

ernment for supply of milk, the official added. 

India is the world's largest milk-producing na-

tion, with around 70 million producers. The 

country's milk output is expected to reach 175 

billion litres this year, nearly twice what the US, 

the second-biggest milk-producing nation, is ex-

pected to produce. 

 

 

American companies hold up ambitious India-US trade agreement 
Oct 11, 2019 08:03 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/american-companies-hold-up-ambitious-india-us-trade-agree-

ment/story-j01udbitBuQkj1BOGVSTuM.html 

 

quabbling among US private sector enti-

ties is understood to be one of the the 

key factors holding up an India-US trade 

deal that could lead to the opening up of the 

agriculture sectors of the two countries on a re-

ciprocal basis and an ambitious Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) between them, according to 

people familiar with the discussions. 
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Talks are currently underway towards an “in-

terim” deal in the near-term and an FTA over a 

longer term, with India agreeing to open up 

portions of its agricultural sector in exchange 

for partial restoration of its benefits under a 

zero-tariff preferential US trade programme. As 

part of these negotiations the United States is 

also understood to have have dropped its de-

mand for access to India’s dairy sector, a partic-

ularly vexatious issue given religious sensibilities 

in India to dairy products derived from cattle 

reared on animal feed. 

A deal was expected to be signed by US Presi-

dent Donald Trump and Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi at their bilateral meeting in New York 

on the margins of the UNGA meetings. But it 

wasn’t and there was a view that India might 

have been behind it, given its history of mud-

dled opportunities. 

The dispute, according to those people, is be-

tween Indian branches and their US headquar-

ters. While the Indian entities are willing to set-

tle for reduced but nominal tariffs of 5% on ICT 

products, their American headquarters are 

pushing for “zero tariff” in a bid to leverage 

White House’s intervention to the fullest, it was 

said, 

On medical devices such as heart stents and 

knee-cap implants, a US market leader is in dis-

pute with the industry’s representative associa-

tion on “trade margins at first point of sale”, a 

key issue in a heavily price-regulated market. 

Even if these differences were sorted out, the 

deal is understood to be still “some months 

from being wrapped up” and would require at 

least one more meeting of the principals, Un-

ions commerce minister Piyush Goyal and the 

US trade representative Robert Lighthizer. 

Negotiations are currently focussed on an “in-

terim deal” in the near term which is likely to be 

“reasonably sizable” in scope, and a long-term 

and more ambitious Free Trade Agreement, 

with the former expected to address tariff and 

market access issues that have been of most 

immediate concern, said the people familiar 

with the talks. 

The two-track negotiations were first revealed 

by President Donald Trump in remarks to re-

porters before his bilateral meeting with Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the 

UN General Assembly meetings in New York in 

September,. “We’ll have the larger deal down 

the road (in) a little bit, but we will have a trade 

deal very soon,” he had said. 

Largely overlooked at the time in the excite-

ment over Trump-Modi and Trump-Imran Khan 

talks, officials from both sides have since 

acknowledged the two-track talks but have re-

fused to publicly discuss details until now, spe-

cially the efforts focussed on the longer-term 

goal of an FTA, which typically paves the way 

for low tariffs and enhanced market access on a 

reciprocal basis between signatories. Both India 

and the US separately have multiple bilateral 

and multilateral FTAs. 

“An FTA is very much on the table,” said 

Mukesh Aghi, head of the US-India Strategic 

Partnership Forum, an advocacy group that has 

been at the forefront of promoting ties be-

tween the two countries in commercial and se-

curity sectors. Aghi has long argued for India 

and the US to sign an FTA. 

Another key element of the negotiations that 

has remained under the radar is India’s offer to 

open up its agriculture sector “entirely” in ex-

change for parties restoration of its benefits un-

der Generalized System of Preferences (GSP), a 

zero-duty preferential trade system, lifting of 

tariff on its steel exports to the United States 

and settlement of all disputes at the World 

Trade Organization. 

The extent of the agriculture sector that India is 

offering to open up could not be ascertained 

immediately but the people familiar with the 



discussions insisted access under consideration 

is “limited” and “selective” and it will be done 

on the basis of reciprocity. “India will also gain 

access to the US farms sector,” one of them 

said, refusing to discuss details. 

There are hopes among the more optimistic cir-

cles that these discussions could lead to an 

early resolution of differences that have lin-

gered for decades and gotten progressively 

worse. And it was said that if a deal was ready 

to be signed, President Trump could travel to 

India to seal it in November. 

But the people engaged in the talks discounted 

the possibility of Trump’s visit to India saying 

“it’s not on the cards for sure”. 

Even if a presidential visit looked improbable at 

this time, there was new hoped of a deal based, 

among other things, on a growing perception 

among officials on both sides of an “excellent 

rapport” between the key negotiators, Goyal 

and Lighthizer. “They share an easy and growing 

relationship,” said a person who has spoke to 

them both about the talks. 

 

Explained: Why dairy is RCEP sticking point 
October 11, 2019 9:36:07 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-dairy-is-rcep-sticking-point-6063249/ 

ilk is the country’s largest “crop”. In 

2018-19, the estimated production 

of milk, at 187.75 million tonnes 

(mt), was more than that of paddy (174.63 mt) 

or wheat (102.19 mt). The value of milk output 

(Rs 5,63,250 crore at an average farm-gate rate 

of Rs 30/kg) far exceeded paddy’s (Rs 3,05,602 

crore at a minimum support price of Rs 

1,750/quintal) and wheat’s (Rs 1,88,030 crore at 

Rs 1,840/quintal). Milk is, moreover, a source of 

liquidity for farmers, as it is sold daily and gen-

erates cash to take care of routine household 

expenses, unlike other crops that are marketed 

only once or twice a year. 

But milk matters equally to consumers in India, 

because it meets the animal protein/fat re-

quirements of a significant portion of the popu-

lation that is vegetarian. 

Milk, in the Indian context, is also a ‘superior’ 

food with income elasticity of demand greater 

than one. This means that as incomes rise, the 

demand for milk goes up even more. The mo-

ment families experience some upward mobil-

ity, they are likely to put desi ghee (butter fat) 

rather than vanaspati (vegetable fat) on their 

rotis. 

 

Haldiram emerges sole bidder to buy insolvency-bound Kwality for Rs 130 crore 
Oct 10, 2019, 03.07 PM IST 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/food/haldiram-emerges-sole-bidder-to-buy-insol-

vency-bound-kwality-for-rs-130-crore/articleshow/71519712.cms 

elhi-based Haldiram group has 

emerged as the sole bidder for acquir-

ing debt-ridden dairy firm KwalityNSE 

2.78 % with an offer of around Rs 130 crore in 

the ongoing insolvency process, sources said. 

The lenders are likely to vote on Haldiram's bid 

later this month, they added. 

Shailendra AjmeraNSE 2.09 %, who is part of 

multinational consultancy firm EY, has been ap-
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pointed as the resolution professional to con-

duct the insolvency proceedings, which started 

in December 2018 following an order of the Na-

tional Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

Global private equity player KKR had filed insol-

vency plea against Kwality. 

 

In 2016, Kwality had raised Rs 300 crore from 

KKR India Financial Services and got additional 

commitment of Rs 220 crore. The amount was 

raised to fund its expansion plans and enter into 

consumer segment. 

The Committee of Creditors (CoC) met on 

Wednesday to take stock of the resolution pro-

cess and discuss the valuation report. 

According to sources, Haldiram has emerged as 

the sole bidder for the acquisition. The CoC will 

vote on resolution plan in the third week of Oc-

tober. 

Kwality has a total debt of around Rs 1,900 

crore, which means that lenders would have to 

take a significant haircut. 

The company is engaged in the business of milk 

processing and manufacturing of dairy prod-

ucts, including ghee, milk powders, lassi, chaach 

and flavoured milk. It owns two milk processing 

units, one in Softa, Haryana, and another in 

Dibai, Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Kwality insolvency: Haldiram makes Rs 130 crore bid for dairy firm 
October 10, 2019  | 18:15 IST 

https://www.businesstoday.in/current/corporate/kwality-insolvency-haldiram-makes-rs-130-crore-bid-for-dairy-

firm/story/383953.html 

 

ome-grown snack maker Haldiram has 

emerged as the sole bidder for acquir-

ing loss-making Kwality Dairy with a 

bid worth Rs 130 crore after global private eq-

uity giant KKR & Co. dragged the company to 

bankruptcy court, a report in PTI stated, citing 

sources in the know. 

The lenders are likely to vote on Haldiram's bid 

later this month, the news agency quoted 

sources as saying. KKR had reportedly filed in-

solvency plea before the National Company Law 

Tribunal (NCLT) under the Insolvency and Bank-

ruptcy Code last October after the Delhi-based 

dairy firm had defaulted on the loan. 

Shailendra Ajmera, who is part of consultancy 

firm Ernst & Young, has been appointed as reso-

lution professional to conduct the insolvency 

proceedings, pursuant to an order of the NCLT, 

New Delhi, dated December 11, 2018. 

In 2016, Kwality had raised Rs 520 crore from 

KKR India Financial Services through a struc-

tured finance transaction. The amount was 

raised to fund its expansion plans and enter into 

consumer segment. 

Sources told PTI that a committee of creditors 

(CoC) met on Wednesday to take stock of the 

resolution process and discuss the valuation re-

port. The CoC will vote on the resolution plan in 

the third week of October. 

Kwality, engaged in the business of milk pro-

cessing and manufacturing of dairy products, in-

cluding ghee, milk powders, lassi, chaach and 
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flavoured milk, has a total debt of around Rs 

1,900 crore, as per the report. 

 

India not to walk out of RCEP negotiations 
09th October 2019 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2019/oct/09/india-not-to-walk-out-of-rcep-negotiations-

2044999.html 

EW DELHI: The government has taken 

a policy decision that it will not walk 

out of the RCEP negotiations, which 

are supposed to be finalised later this week. 

Paradoxically, this decision could place it in a 

tougher bargaining position as other RCEP na-

tions — China, ASEAN nations and Australia — 

are sticking to their guns on getting India to 

agree to deep tariff cuts in a host of areas in-

cluding sensitive sectors such as textiles. 

“We had suggested an early trigger mechanism, 

which could allow us to raise tariff substantially 

in case of a surge in imports of a particular line. 

However, neither the domestic industry nor our 

trading partners are showing much interest. The 

domestic industry said it is not a suitable mech-

anism, while partner countries say it is too late 

to introduce the clause,” said commerce minis-

try officials. The commerce minister is expected 

to lead a team to Bangkok later this week to put 

final touches to the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact being negoti-

ated among 10 ASEAN members and their six 

trading partners including China, Japan, India 

and Australia. 

Several Indian industries including textile and 

dairy have warned against opening up their sec-

tors. India’s trade deficit with the RCEP nations 

taken together is $105 billion, with the lion’s 

share being accounted for by China. India has 

free trade pacts with ASEAN nations, Japan and 

South Korea and its experienced industry bodies 

have pointed out that an increase in the volume 

of exports by these countries to be the detri-

ment of India. 

The most crucial negotiations on market open-

ing up with China remains stuck mainly on ac-

count of India’s fears that its trade deficit with 

China will go up and Commerce Minister Piyush 

Goyal and his team are expected to try and sew 

this up. 

However, attempts to stall the opening up of In-

dian textile and dairy markets, which Indian ne-

gotiators thought would be acceptable to other 

RCEP members seems unlikely as informal 

sounding with negotiators from these countries 

show that they are not in the mood to concede 

to all of India’s demands. 

 

FSSAI inspects bakeries based on WhatsApp complaint 
OCTOBER 09, 2019 00:33 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/fssai-inspects-bakeries-based-on-whatsapp-complaint/arti-

cle29621272.ece 

ased on a complaint received on 

WhatsApp, officials from the Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) inspected food business operators on 

Dharapuram – Dindigul bypass road. 

B. Vijayalalithambigai, Designated Officer, FSSAI 

(Tiruppur), who led the inspection, said on 
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Tuesday that she received the complaint on 

WhatsApp in the afternoon. 

“We reached the spot within three hours of re-

ceiving the complaint,” she said. FSSAI receives 

more complaints after the introduction of 

WhatsApp complaints, according to the Desig-

nated Officer. 

The FSSAI officials issued an improvement no-

tice to a roadside restaurant and seized around 

eight kg of old newspapers from many bakeries, 

which were used to serve fried food. 

“We instructed them to use banana leaves in-

stead of newspapers,” Ms. Vijayalalithambigai 

said. 

Some of the food business operators were in-

structed to place the food items inside glass 

boxes, she added. 

Anyone can contact the FSSAI officials through 

WhatsApp at 94440 42322, Ms. Vijaya-

lalithambigai said. “Action will be taken within 

24 hours and the complainant’s identity will be 

kept confidential,” she said. 

 

Surat: Women dairy farmers send postcards to PM Narendra Modi opposing RCEP 
8 Oct 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/surat/women-dairy-farmers-send-postcards-to-pm-opposing-rcep/arti-

cleshow/71484490.cms 

URAT: More than 75 ,000 women dairy 

farmers from south Gujarat , have 

started sending postcards to Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi urging him to exclude dairy 

products from the purview of Regional Compre-

hensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agree-

ment to protect domestic dairy farmers. 

In the postcards, the women dairy farmers have 

stated that if cheap dairy products are imported 

from Australia and New Zealand under RCEP 

then the dairy sector would collapse. The dairy 

sector is mainly represented by women from ru-

ral areas and that their livelihood will be 

snatched away. 

Gujarat Khedut Samaj (GKS) said if the govern-

ment went ahead with the RCEP for dairy sector 

then more than 15 lakh women dairy farmers 

from Gujarat will block imports of dairy prod-

ucts from foreign countries at different ports. 

The GKS plans to launch a statewide agitation in 

this regard in the coming days. 

The government is contemplating to finalize 

RCEP, a trade block which includes China, Aus-

tralia and New Zealand, apart from 10 ASEAN 

countries. These countries are negotiating very 

hard with India to reduce duty on dairy prod-

ucts so that they can get an access to India, 

which is the world’s largest market of dairy 

products. 

Jayesh Delad (Patel), vice-president of GKS and 

director of SUMUL dairy, said, “More than 15 

lakh women dairy farmers have started sending 

postcards to PM Modi demanding exclusion of 

dairy sector from RCEP. It will adversely hit the 

livelihood of women dairy farmers across the 

country. We have started chalking out a strat-

egy to oppose it. If RCEP is approved, then 

farmers from across the state will pour on to 

the streets to block imported dairy products.” 

Darshan Naik, leader of GKS, said, “As per Niti 

Aayog report, the demand for milk will be 

around 292 million tonne against domestic pro-

duction of 330 million tonne by 2023. Thus, In-

dia will be surplus in milk products and question 

of import should not arise.”
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India to be trans-fat free by 2022: FSSAI 
Monday 07 October 2019 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/video/health/india-to-be-trans-fat-free-by-2022-fssai-67139 

nion minister Harsh Vardhan launched 

the ‘Trans Fat-Free’ logo on October 4, 

2019. 

The logo has been launched to accelerate Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India or 

FSSAI’s ‘Eat Right India’, a movement to phase 

out trans-fat in the country. 

Food outlets that use trans-fat free fats / oil and 

do not have industrial trans-fat more than 0.2g 

/ 100g of food, can display the logo. 

FSSAI aims to reduce the industrially produced 

trans-fats on food supply to less than two per 

cent by 2022. 

Trans-fats are the worst form of fats that create 

high health risks 

Industrial trans-fats are used in vegetable fats / 

oils, vanaspati, margarine and baked foods for 

longer shelf life 

Globally, industrial trans-fat intake leads to 

more than 540,000 deaths from cardiovascular 

disease every year 

In India, the number of deaths is around 60,000 

India targets to eliminate trans-fat by 2022, a 

year ahead of the global target by the World 

Health Organization. 

 

Tip for reading list: How milk shaped human history 
October 7, 2019 2:22:31 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/tip-for-reading-list-how-milk-shaped-human-history-6056747/ 

OTHER’S MILK is known to be best, 

but it is the milk of other mammals 

that humans have cultivated for 

more than 10,000 years. The milk of domesti-

cated animals was originally used as a source of 

products such as cheese or yoghurt, because 

humans could not digest lactose in those days 

— many still cannot — but as more and more 

humans evolved to become lactose-tolerant, 

they began to drink other mammals’ milk itself. 

Advertising 

Milk! A 10,000-Year Food Fracas, by historian 

Mark Kurlansky, looks at the history of humans’ 

relationship with milk. The book can be seen, as 

The New York Times observes in its review, as 

“nothing less than an attempt to tell the history 

of the world via what is, let’s face it, a bodily 

fluid”. Kurlansky has written similar accounts of 

history in his earlier books Cod, Salt and Paper. 

Milk! traces the liquid’s history from antiquity 

to the present, and details its role in cultural 

evolution, religion, nutrition, politics, and eco-

nomics. It starts with the ancient Greeks, who 

believed the goddess Hera’s breast milk became 

the Milky Way galaxy — a word that derives 

from ‘gala’, meaning milk. It goes on to at the 

time when families kept dairy cows, before milk 

went into mass production during the 19th cen-

tury. This made milk a safety issue, with milk-

borne illnesses a common cause of death. To-

day, “milk is a test case in the most pressing is-

sues in food politics, from industrial farming 

and animal rights to GMOs, the locavore move-

ment, and advocates for raw milk, who contro-

versially reject pasteurisation”, the publisher’s 

note points out. 

The NYT review describes the book as “often 

fascinating (‘Thomas Jefferson liked to serve ice 

cream on sponge cake with a lightly baked me-
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ringue on top’), sometimes mundane (‘In addi-

tion to milk, cheese and porridge, the Dutch ate 

huge quantities of butter’) and occasionally 

weird (‘There are also records of women in the 

highlands of New Guinea breast-feeding piglets, 

pre-European Hawaiians breast-feeding pup-

pies, and Guyanese women breast-feeding 

deer’). The Guardian calls it a “wonderfully 

wide-ranging study”. 

 

31 booked under NSA for food, milk adulteration 
Oct 6, 2019, 6:37 AM (IST) 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/31-booked-under-nsa-for-food-milk-adulteration/843235.html 

he Madhya Pradesh government has 

booked 31 persons over the last two-

and-a-half months under the stringent 

National Security Act (NSA) for allegedly indulg-

ing in adulteration of food, milk and dairy prod-

ucts, an official said on Saturday. 

Apart from this, 87 cases have been registered 

against other people for adulteration of food 

products, the official said. “Starting July 19, 31 

persons have been booked under the NSA and 

charged with adulterating food, milk and dairy 

products as part of the drive being run in the 

state to check the malpractices,” a deputy di-

rector of MP public relations department said. 

“Besides, 87 cases have been registered against 

people adulterating food products under the 

drive so far. Total 6,463 samples of milk and 

milk-based products, food and pan masala were 

collected since July 16,” he added. The State 

Food Testing Laboratory has released the test 

reports of 1,484 samples. Of these, 803 samples 

were found to be healthy, the officer said. — 

PTI 

 

Leaders mum on turning Gokul dairy ops multi-state 
Oct 5, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/leaders-mum-on-turning-gokul-dairy-ops-multi-state/arti-

cleshow/71447320.cms 

olhapur: The heat of the election cam-

paign has picked up but there is no 

mention of the row over turning Gokul 

dairy into a multistate entity, an issue that had 

been the biggest topic during the Lok Sabha 

elections just four months back. 

Experts said the dispute over turning the largest 

co-operative dairy in the region into a multi-

state entity was one of the main reasons for the 

loss of NCP candidate Dhananjay Mahadik in 

the Lok Sabha polls . Mahadik family has the 

reins of Gokul, which has over 10 lakh farmers 

associated directly. Now, leaders who had 

armed up against Mahadik are maintaining a 

strategic silence. 

Mahadev Mahadik, who has switched from 

Congress to BJP , Congress nominee from Karvir 

P N Patil, NCP’s candidate from Chandgad Ra-

jesh Patil and Shiv Sena’s candidate in Kagal 

constituency Sanjay Ghatge had ensured that 

the general body meeting of the Gokul passes a 

resolution supporting the multistate venture. 

Their opponents, Congress district Satej Patil, 

NCP MLA Hasan Mushrif, Sena MLA Chandradip 

Narke and new MP of Sena Sanjay Mandlik had 

raked up the issue. 

Only Narke, who is contesting against P N Patil, 

is talking about it now. “The proposal of multi-

state operations of Gokul dairy is against the in-

terest of the farmers. The opposition candidate 

is a partner in the dairy and he is supporter of 

T 

K 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/31-booked-under-nsa-for-food-milk-adulteration/843235.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/leaders-mum-on-turning-gokul-dairy-ops-multi-state/articleshow/71447320.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/leaders-mum-on-turning-gokul-dairy-ops-multi-state/articleshow/71447320.cms


the decision taken by the dairy. The farmers will 

not let those working against their interest win 

the election,” he said, while addressing a rally. 

BJP state president Chandrakant Patil during 

Lok Sabha election had said that the BJP gov-

ernment in the state and centre will not let the 

multistate operations of the dairy happen. He, 

then, was campaigning against Mahadiks, now 

the Mahadiks are in the BJP and therefore the 

party leaders too are silent on the issue. 

The issue if raised will affect the outcome of at 

least four of the ten assembly constituencies 

such as Karvir, Kagal, Chandgad and Kolhapur 

South. Satej Patil’s nephew Ruturaj is contesting 

against Mahadev Mahadik’s son and BJP MLA 

Amal Mahadik. Though Patil have potential is-

sue to be raised in the campaign, he too seems 

to be keeping silence on the issue. 

According to sources, the leaders if raise the is-

sue will have face contradictions. For instance, 

while Satej Patil may raise the issue in Kolhapur 

South, he will keep silence in Karvir where mul-

tistate supporter P N Patil is contesting. 

 

Don’t allow import of dairy products: Karnataka minister 
5 oct, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/dont-allow-import-of-dairy-products-karnataka-minister/arti-

cleshow/71457627.cms 

ENGALURU: Karnataka animal hus-

bandry minister Prabhu Chavan urged 

the Centre not to allow import of dairy 

products under the Foreign Trade Agreement 

(FTA). In a letter to Union commerce and indus-

tries minister Piyush Goyal , Chavan expressed 

concerns over the decision of the Regional Com-

prehensive Economic Partnership meeting at 

Bangkok on September 8. The meeting pro-

posed FTAs among its 10 member countries and 

six FTA partners, including India, China, Japan, 

South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. The 

meeting decided to close the deal by November 

2019.  

“If this happens, Indian dairy farmers will be im-

pacted very badly and it will even kill the dairy 

industry. It will also be detrimental for milk us-

ers,” Chavan said. 

Unlike in New Zealand, Australia and other Eu-

ropean models of dairy farming, it’s more la-

bour oriented in India and many landless agri-

cultural labourers are dependent on dairy farm-

ing, he said. Countries like New Zealand are 

pushing for FTA because they are under com-

pulsion to export milk owing to fewer local con-

sumers, he added. 

“New Zealand which produces 240 lakh tonnes 

of milk every year has to export 93% of its pro-

duction,” he added. 
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Import of dairy products under RCEP would be detrimental to Indian dairy industry, CAIT 

to PM Modi 
05/10/2019 11:17am 

https://knnindia.co.in/news/newsdetails/sectors/import-of-dairy-products-under-rcep-would-be-detrimental-to-

indian-dairy-industry-cait-to-pm-modi 

ew Delhi, Oct 5 (KNN) Fearing the 

threat to the dairy industry, the Con-

federation of All India Traders (CAIT) 

has asked Prime Minister Narendra Modi to ex-

clude dairy products from the purview of the 

proposed RCEP agreement to protect domestic 

dairy farmers as India is the world's largest pro-

ducer of milk. 

In a letter to PM Modi, CAIT said the govern-

ment is finalizing the RCEP pact and is consider-

ing allowing import of dairy products from 

countries like New Zealand and Australia which 

are known for huge dairy exports. 

“We fear that if India agrees for import of dairy 

products under RCEP agreement then it would 

be detrimental to Indian dairy industry and may 

create huge loss to milk producers of India and 

the dream of doubling farmers’ income would 

be shattered”, traders’ body added. 

It said “We request you to kindly advise con-

cerned Ministry/Department to keep all dairy 

products out of the purview of RCEP.” 

Quoting a Niti Aayog report, CAIT said the de-

mand for milk will be around 292 million tonne 

against the domestic production of 330 million 

tonne by 2033. 

Thus, India will be surplus in milk products and 

the question of imports does not arise, said 

Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) adding 

that India is already the world's largest pro-

ducer of milk. 

 

SC sends UP man to 6-month jail for diluting milk 24 years ago 
05 oct 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/sc-sends-up-man-to-6-month-jail-for-diluting-milk-24-yrs-ago/arti-

cleshow/71449250.cms 

EW DELHI: Striking at the common 

practice of diluting milk before selling, 

the Supreme Court on Friday sent an 

Uttar Pradesh milkman to jail for six months for 

diluting milk nearly 24 years ago and ruled that 

courts cannot show leniency even for marginal 

deviation from standards prescribed under the 

Prevention of Food Adulteration Act. 

The milk sold by one Raj Kumar, on being tested 

by a public analyst in November 1995, was 

found to have 4.6% milk fat and 7.7% of milk 

solid non-fat (MSNF) as against the prescribed 

standard of 8.5%. Challenging his conviction, 

Kumar’s counsel pleaded that marginal varia-

tions could arise from the quality of cattle feed 

and health of the cow. His counsel also re-

quested the SC to show leniency as the incident 

took place 24 years ago. 

A bench of Justices Deepak Gupta and 

Aniruddha Bose said, “We are of the considered 

view that once standards are laid down by the 

legislature, then those standards have to be fol-

lowed. In items like milk, which is a primary 

food under the Act, it is not necessary to also 

prove that the food item had become unfit for 

human consumption or injurious to health.” 

Writing the judgment for the bench, Justice 

Gupta said, “In cases of food coming under the 

Act, it is not required to prove that article of 

food was injurious to health. In this case, the 

N 

N 

https://knnindia.co.in/news/newsdetails/sectors/import-of-dairy-products-under-rcep-would-be-detrimental-to-indian-dairy-industry-cait-to-pm-modi
https://knnindia.co.in/news/newsdetails/sectors/import-of-dairy-products-under-rcep-would-be-detrimental-to-indian-dairy-industry-cait-to-pm-modi
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/sc-sends-up-man-to-6-month-jail-for-diluting-milk-24-yrs-ago/articleshow/71449250.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/sc-sends-up-man-to-6-month-jail-for-diluting-milk-24-yrs-ago/articleshow/71449250.cms


only question to be determined is whether the 

article complies with the standards laid down or 

not? If it fails to comply with the standards, 

then it will have to be treated as an adulterated 

article, even if it is not rendered injurious to 

health. Even marginal deviation from the pre-

scribed standards cannot be ignored.” 

The bench said the accused could not be per-

mitted to invoke the SC’s power under Article 

142 of the Constitution to lessen the minimum 

prescribed punishment of six months as the leg-

islature provided it considering the bane of 

adulteration and the effect sub-standard food 

has on the health of citizens, especially children 

when milk is involved. “Passage of time can be 

no excuse to award a sentence lesser than the 

minimum,” it said. 

“When a minimum sentence is prescribed by 

law, this court cannot, in exercise of its power 

under Article 142, pass an order totally contrary 

to law. If such power could be used in a food 

adulteration case to impose a sentence lower 

than the minimum prescribed, then even in 

cases of murder and rape, this court applying 

the same principles could impose a sentence 

lesser than the minimum,” the bench said. 

Asking the milkman to surrender and serve out 

the sentence, the bench said, “We have no 

doubt in our mind that power under Article 142 

cannot be exercised in such a manner that they 

make a mockery of law itself.” 

 

Vardhan launches FSSAI’s 'Trans-Fat Free' logo 
Oct 04, 2019 

http://www.uniindia.com/vardhan-launches-fssai-s-trans-fat-free-logo/india/news/1749791.html 

ew Delhi, Oct 4 (UNI) Union Health and 

Family Welfare Minister Harsh 

Vardhan on Friday launched the 'Trans 

Fat Free' logo of Food Safety and Standards Au-

thority of India (FSSAI), at the 8th International 

Chefs’ Conference (ICC VII), here. 

This marked an important milestone in the 

movement against Trans-Fats and also provided 

a momentum to accelerate the ‘Eat Right India’ 

movement of FSSAI. 

At the event, Dr Vardhan said, 'The ‘Eat Right In-

dia’ movement of FSSAI takes inspiration from 

the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi of 

giving to the people of this country a ‘New In-

dia’ by 2022 that includes health, social security 

and nutrition. 

The Prime Minister has also acknowledged the 

'Eat Right Movement' of FSSAI in his 'Mann ki 

Baat' address'. He further stated that health 

does not merely mean absence of disease and 

infirmity but its definition also includes the 

presence of physical, mental, emotional and 

spiritual wellness, and food plays a vital role in 

all these components. 

Dr Vardhan said the primacy given to nutrition 

and healthy eating practices by the Government 

forms the pivot of the Poshan Maah, which was 

observed in September, where many ministries 

and stakeholders joined hands for enhancing 

awareness about issues surrounding nutrition. 

The Union Health Minister said that 'Trans fats 

are the worst type of fats with known health 

risks. India is committed to eliminating it from 

the food supply and is progressing towards its 

objective of trans fat elimination by 2022; a 

year ahead of the global target by WHO.' 

 

N 

http://www.uniindia.com/vardhan-launches-fssai-s-trans-fat-free-logo/india/news/1749791.html


US-India trade deal can happen quickly: Wilbur Ross 
October 03, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/us-india-trade-deal-can-happen-quickly-us-secretary-of-commerce-

wilbur-ross/article29584782.ece 

S Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross 

has said that with the Narendra Modi 

government back in power, a US-India 

bilateral trade deal can happen very quickly as 

the two countries know each other’s issues 

well. 

“Pre-elections there were undoubtedly some 

constraints on India to deal with some matters. 

Now that the elections have come and gone, 

and PM Modi has a clear and strong position in 

Parliament, it should be a lot easier to take 

clear decisive action,” Ross said at the India Eco-

nomic Forum organised by the World Economic 

Forum in partnership with CII on Thursday. 

On the failure of US President Donald Trump 

and PM Modi to reach an agreement on trade 

during the Indian PM’s recent visit to the US, 

Ross said that neither government said there 

would be a trade deal in five minutes, and the 

talks of a trade deal being signed then were 

mere speculation. 

The US has been seeking certain trade conces-

sions from India to bridge the existing trade def-

icit between the countries. It wants India to 

take a number of facilitating steps such as re-

move price caps on medical devices, reduce tar-

iffs on mobiles, motorbikes and some agricul-

ture products, and allow dairy exports. 

India, on the other hand, wants the US to re-

store the Generalised System of Preferences 

(GSP) scheme for Indian exporters, which was 

withdrawn earlier this year. India also wants the 

US toroll-back penal import duties imposed on 

its aluminium and steel, which were imposed 

last year on security grounds. 

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 

said that relationship between the US and India 

were better than ever before. “The leaders get 

along very well personally, and also understand 

each other. They understand what is good for 

the people of the country and the world as a 

whole,” he said. 

The US was India’s largest export destination 

accounting for 16 per cent of India’s exports in 

2018-19. It was followed by United Arab Emir-

ates (UAE), China and Hong Kong. 
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Three held for supplying oxytocin to dairy farmers 
OCTOBER 03, 2019 01:57 IS 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/three-held-for-supplying-oxytocin-to-dairy-farmers/arti-

cle29579021.ece 

 

olice seize 500 litres of chemical from go-

down in Kalyan 

Hundreds of residents of Mumbai, Thane 

and Navi Mumbai might have been consuming 

adulterated and harmful milk for at least four 

years. The Mumbai Police Crime Branch has 

busted a racket where oxytocin, a chemical 

used for increasing milk production in milch ani-

mals, was being supplied to dairy farmers in the 

three cities, and seized massive quantities of 

the chemical. 

According to Crime Branch officers, the racket 

was busted after the Unit X received infor-

mation about it. On Tuesday, police constable 

Sachin Thombre received a tip-off that a large 

consignment of oxytocin would be transported 

through Powai and a team led by police inspec-

tor Sunil Mane, in-charge of the unit, laid a trap. 

Transported in taxi 

“We intercepted a taxi driving through Powai 

on Aarey Road and searched it, after which we 

found 100 litres of oxytocin in 1,000 glass bot-

tles inside the vehicle. Two suspects who were 

in the vehicle were taken into custody for ques-

tioning,” a Crime Branch officer said. 

The duo, identified as Najib Khotal (37) and 

Anees Khande (44), allegedly confessed that 

they were taking the chemical to be sold to 

dairy farmers in the area, and were arrested. 

“Based on the interrogation of the duo, we 

went on to raid a godown in Kalyan, where they 

stay, and seized another of 500 litres of the 

chemical, which was stored in five barrels. We 

also arrested the godown owner, identified as 

Sadik Khot (37),” the officer said. 

He said inquiries so far have established that 

the oxytocin was sourced from West Bengal and 

was being supplied to dairy farmers all 

over Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Thane. The ac-

cused have confessed that they have been ac-

tive for at least four to five years, and the police 

are now working to identify the dairy farmers 

who were buying the oxytocin from them, offic-

ers said. 

Oxytocin is injected in milch cows and buffaloes 

to increase the amount of milk that they pro-

duce naturally. The milk obtained by injecting 

oxytocin has several harmful side effects, in-

cluding early onset of puberty in girls and lack 

of testosterone in boys. It is also harmful for 

pregnant women. Due to its harmful effects, the 

chemical is a controlled substance in India and 

its sale and purchase requires a license from the 

government. 

The trio have been charged with adulteration of 

food or drink for sale under the Indian Penal 

Code along with sections of the Drugs and Cos-

metics Act and the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-

mals Act, officers said. 
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Desi Ghee Adulteration surfaces in Punjab ahead of Festival Season 
October 02, 2019 07:32 PM 

http://www.punjabnewsexpress.com/national/news/desi-ghee-adulteration-surfaces-in-punjab-ahead-of-festival-

season-95229.aspx 

HANDIGARH: The Food Safety team of 

the Commissionerate has seized 60 li-

tres of duplicate desi ghee from Gandhi 

market Bathinda, informed KS Pannu Commis-

sioner Food and Drug Administration Punjab. 

Giving details, Pannu informed that the Food 

Safety Teams in the State are observing utmost 

vigil in the ongoing festival season. The teams 

are working tirelessly to curb the menace of 

food adulteration. In lines with the commitment 

to provide quality Milk and milk products to the 

people, the food safety teams are conducting 

inspections from dawn to dusk and are even 

working during gazetted holidays. In one such 

inspection late evening on October 2, the Bath-

inda Food Safety team recovered duplicate desi 

ghee. 

Some of the duplicate ghee was branded as 

Ganga Deep Premium Quality and the other as 

Milk Food Ghee. The duplicate Milk Food Ghee 

was in sachets, without any card board packing, 

said he. As per the report received from the 

Bathinda team, prima facie the product seized is 

vanaspati which is being sold under the garb 

of  premium quality Desi Ghee.  The samples of 

the products have been seized and sent for fur-

ther examination to Khara Lab, informed Pannu. 

In a similar case scenario, the Food Safety Team 

Ludhiana  inspected  premises of a wholesaler 

trading in milk and milk products in Purana ba-

zar Ludhiana. He was found selling non-branded 

spurious desi ghee. The team found two sealed, 

unlabelled tins of desi ghee which were seized 

after taking samples. Dau brand skimmed milk 

powder was also found in the premises and the 

sample was seized and sent for examination. 

Inspection of premises of yet another Food 

Business Operator in Ludhiana was conducted 

after a tip off regarding sale of adulterated 

ghee. The raid at this outlet near bus stand Lu-

dhiana lead to recovery of  46 empty tins of re-

fined and vansapati oil , an electric rod, chulha, 

cylinder other goods used for preparing spuri-

ous desi ghee. 

 

Mother Dairy urges consumers to switch to token milk 
October 2, 2019 9:05:08 pm 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/mother-dairy-cuts-price-of-token-milk-by-rs-4-to-discourage-plastic-use-

6045743/ 

n a bid to encourage consumers to cut 

down on plastic usage, leading milk supplier 

Mother Dairy Tuesday urged consumer to 

buy  token milk from vending machine as it is 

cheaper by Rs 4 per litre than packet milk. 

Mother Diary said it will take steps to promote 

consumption of token milk including door-step 

delivery of milk. It also said it would revamp re-

tail outlets selling milk through vending ma-

chines to improve consumer experience. 

“With the current daily average volume of 6 

lakh litres through Mother Dairy’s network of 

900 booths, the cash incentive works just closer 

to Rs 90 crore per year, Mother Dairy said in a 

statement Tuesday. 

This comes amid growing demands to ban sin-

gle-use plastic, with the government planning a 

phased reduction in the use of plastic products. 

Mother Diary hopes consumers will gradually 

move away from packaged milk. 
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Single-use plastics, also referred to as disposa-

ble plastics, are commonly used for packaging 

and include items intended to be used only 

once before they are thrown away or recycled. 

Under the Plastic Waste Management Rules 

2016, all producers that use plastic packaging 

for their products are required to collect back 

an equal amount of plastic waste under the EPR 

framework. 

SJM warns of 50 million rural job losses over dairy deal 
Oct 02, 2019 

https://www.sify.com/news/sjm-warns-of-50-million-rural-job-losses-over-dairy-deal-news-national-tkcs62ccg-

jaie.html 

nd this time it has taken the Modi gov-

ernment head on, accusing the Minis-

try of Commerce of "twisting data" and 

virtually favouring foreign dairy companies at 

the cost of their Indian counterparts which may 

result in 50 million rural job losses. 

Ashwani Mahajan, chief of Swadeshi Jagran 

Manch has claimed that the Indian government 

is in final stage of negotiation to reach a free 

trade agreement where the member nations 

get India to reduce duty on dairy products so 

that they can get access to India which is the 

world's largest market for dairy products. China, 

Australia and New Zealand, apart from 10 

ASEAN countries, Japan and South Korea are 

part of the contentious Regional Comprehen-

sive Economic Partnership Free Trade Agree-

ment. 

Mahajan has said, "It's unfortunate that officials 

of Centre of Regional Trade (CRT) under Minis-

try of Commerce have been supporting the of-

fer to reduce tariffs on milk and its products, by 

twisting the data of India's milk production and 

projecting a huge shortage of milk in India in 

coming 10 years." 

Mahajan's worry stems from the fact, he says, 

the cheap rate of dairy products from certain 

countries like New Zealand, which will put the 

domestic dairy industry out of business if the 

agreement is reached. 

In a very strong allegation at babus in the minis-

try headed by Piyush Goyal, Mahajan said, "Milk 

producers and processors have been pleading 

with the Ministry of Commerce, presenting 

some hard facts, which are deliberately ignored 

by bureaucrats and consultants, pushing the 

deal." 

Rubbishing the logic of a dairy shortage in the 

future, as cited by Goyal's ministry, the Sangh 

affiliate cites a Niti Aayog report that says, the 

demand for milk in India will be 292 million 

metric tonnes, against which India will produce 

330 MMT milk, by 2033. "Thus, India will be sur-

plus in milk products and the question of im-

ports does not arise", says Mahajan. 

The RSS offshoot has gone on record to insinu-

ate, the impending decision is in interest of 

farmers abroad. 

Mahajan asked, "Even if New Zealand exports 

only 5 per cent of its produce, it will be equal to 

30 per cent of India's production of major dairy 

products like milk powder, butter, cheese etc. 

Same holds true for Australia where less than 

6,000 farmers produce 10 MMT milk and they 

export more than 60 per cent of it. Then why 

should India include dairy products in RCEP and 

allow import at lower duty? Is it to double in-

come of farmers of Australia and New Zea-

land?" 

While, claiming the move may result in 50 mil-

lion rural job losses, Mahajan alleged, "Prime 

Minister must know that doubling of farmers in-

come will remain only in dreams, Indian dairy 

farmers' income will actually be halved..." 
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India's US $100 billion dairy industry is a prized 

market for any dairy producing nation. Now 

with top milk producing nations scrambling to 

get a pie of that market, the RSS offshoot and 

the Modi government have come to a face-off. 

 

Reducing duty on dairy products would cause major unrest among rural India: SJM 
Oct 02, 2019 

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/reducing-duty-on-dairy-products-would-cause-major-un-

rest-among-rural-india-sjm20191002130407/ 

ew Delhi [India], Oct 2 (ANI): RSS-affili-

ate Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM) on 

Wednesday urged the central govern-

ment to not sign Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations while 

cautioning that any such move would cause ma-

jor unrest among rural India 

and adversely affect livelihoods. SJM's co-con-

venor Ashwani Mahajan said that New Zealand 

and Australia were negotiating "very hard" with 

India at RCEP -FTA to reduce duty on dairy prod-

ucts so that they can get access to the world's 

largest market of dairy products. "Milk, as the 

largest agricultural crop of India (150 million 

metric tonnes), certainly deserves better treat-

ment at the hands of our Commerce Ministry 

negotiators. Signing of RCEP would cause a ma-

jor unrest among our rural folk, as their liveli-

hood will certainly get adversely affected," he 

said in a blog. Mahajan said that the govern-

ment must understand that sacrificing the inter-

ests of the poor and vulnerable sections of the 

society in the name of engaging in trade with 

the rest of the world is bad politics. "Prime Min-

ister can ensure to avoid any unrest amongst 

our rural producers across the country and pro-

tect their future," he stated. 

The SJM leader claimed that the government 

was contemplating to finalise RCEP -FTA, a 

trade block which includes China, Australia and 

New Zealand, apart from 10 ASEAN countries, 

Japan and South Korea. 

He alleged that officials of Centre of Regional 

Trade (CRT) under the Commerce Ministry have 

been supporting New Zealand and Australia's 

offers to reduce tariffs on milk and its products, 

by twisting the data of India's  milk production 

and projecting a huge shortage of milk in  India 

in the coming 10 years. 

"They are also projecting shortages of fodder, 

roughages and water for animal rearing and 

showing unrealistic export opportunity within 

“RCEP countries despite huge non-tariff barriers 

and low price of New Zealand dairy products," 

Mahajan said.  

"Milk producers and processors have been 

pleading with the Commerce Ministry, present-

ing some hard facts, which are deliberately ig-

nored by bureaucrats and consultants, pushing 

the deal," he said. 

Citing Niti Aayog's Working Group Report (Feb-

ruary 2018) on demand and supply projections 

towards 2033 for crops, livestock, fisheries and 

agricultural inputs, he said 

products and the question of imports does not 

arise. Mahajan said that New Zealand, which 

has a population of around 48 lakh, produces 24 

MMT (million metric tonnes) of milk by employ-

ing 10,000 farmers and exports 93 per cent of 

the commodity, while on the other hand, 10 

crore families in India depend on the dairy in-

dustry for their livelihood. 

"Then why should India include dairy products 

(HSN 0401 to 0406) in RCEP and allow import at 
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lower duty? Is it to double the income of farm-

ers of Australia and New Zealand? he asked. 

"It's beyond doubt that signing of RCEP would 

mean death knell of dairy inIndia ," he said. 

Mahajan said if the deal was signed it may re-

sult in approximately 50 million rural people 

losing their job as they will be forced to quit un-

remunerative dairying. "This will prove to be 

the most suicidal step by the government since 

independence. We must understand that once 

the dairy industry is troubled, this step will re-

sult into the biggest food security threat as we 

will be permanently dependent on imports for 

dairy products like in case of edible oils," he 

said. 

The leader said the Prime Minister must know 

that doubling of farmers' income will remain 

only in dreams. India n dairy farmers' income 

will actually be halved, ultimately forcing them 

to leave the milk production," Mahajan said. 

(ANI) 

 

दूध की पैकेज िंग के जिए जिकल्प तिाश रहा उद्योग 
October 02, 2019 

https://hindi.business-standard.com/storypage.php?autono=162714 

क ही बार इसे्तमाि होने िािे (ज िंगि यू  ) 

प्लास्टिक पर प्रजतबिंध की चचाा को ध्यान में 

रखते हुए प्लास्टिक जनमााता  से्त दामोिं पर 

िैकस्टल्पक  ामग्री के उत्पादन पर जिचार कर 

रहे हैं। चूिंजक कािंच या कोई अन्य  ामग्री महिंगी  ाजबत 

हो  कती है इ जिए उद्योग अजधक मोटाई िािे 

पॉजिमर  े बनी पैकेज िंग  ामग्री का उत्पादन करने 

की जदशा में काम कर रहा है ताजक उ की कई बार 

री ाइस्टलिंग की  ा  के। दूध की पैकेज िंग के जिए 

उद्योग तुकी के  मान 45-50 बार इसे्तमाि करने के 

जिए पॉजिएिर जििामेंट याना (पीएििाई)  े बने 

पाउचोिं और थैजियोिं का उत्पादन करने पर जिचार कर 

रहा है  ो पूरी तरह  े री ाइस्टलिंग योग्य भी होता है। 

उपभोक्ता ये पाउच दूध की आपूजता करने िािोिं को दे 

 कें गे। इ  े दूध किं पजनयोिं और उपभोक्ताओिं दोनोिं 

के जिए ही पैकेज िंग की िागत बचेगी।  ाथ ही  ाथ 

ऐ े पाउचोिं को  िंभािना भी आ ान होता है और 

इनकी पूरी तरह  े रर ाइस्टलिंग भी हो  कती है।  

उद्योग के एक िररष्ठ अजधकारी ने कहा जक ज िंगि यू  

प्लास्टिक के स्थान पर कािंच या टेटर ा पैक  ै ी 

िैकस्टल्पक पैकेज िंग  ामग्री का इसे्तमाि करने  े 

पैकेज िंग, रख-रखाि और पररिहन की िागत बढ़ 

 ाएगी क्ोिंजक कािंच प्लास्टिक या टेटर ा पैक पाउच की 

तुिना में भारी होता है। न तो यह उपयोगकतााओिं के 

अनुकूि होगा और न ही  स्ता। इ जिए  ब तक 

उद्योग पैकेज िंग का िैकस्टल्पक  माधान नही िं खो  

िेता, तब तक इ  प्रजतबिंध का कायाान्वयन कम  े कम 

तीन महीने के जिए स्टख का देना चाजहए। इ के 

अिािा यह प्रजतबिंध चरणबद्ध तरीके  े िागू जकया 

 ाना चाजहए। उद्योग ज िंगि यू  प्लास्टिक की 

पररभाषा का इिंत ार कर रहा है। ितामान में ज िंगि 

यू  प्लास्टिक को पॉजि जिनाइि लोराइड (पीिी ी) 

और पॉजिएजथिीन  े बने कैरी बैग के रूप में 

पररभाजषत जकया  ाता है ज नकी री ाइस्टलिंग नही िं की 

 ा  कती है और न ही ये प्राकृजतक रूप  े नष्ट हो 

 कते हैं।  

 रकार ने  ब कुछेक  ाि पहिे प्लास्टिक की 

थैजियोिं के इसे्तमाि पर प्रजतबिंध िगाया था तो 50 

माइक्रोन की मोटाई का मापदिंड तय जकया था। 

अजधकारी का कहना है जक पीएििाई  े बने पाउच या 

थैजियोिं को िसु्त एििं  ेिा कर ( ीए टी)  े छूट देकर 

प्रोत्साजहत जकया  ाना चाजहए। इ  बीच अमूि ब्ािंड के 

तहत डेयरी उत्पादोिं का उत्पादन करने िािे देश के 

 ब े बडे दुग्ध उत्पादक गु रात  हकाररता दुग्ध 

जिपणन महा िंघ ( ी ीएमएमएि) के प्रबिंध जनदेशक 

आरए   ोढ़ी ने कहा जक दूध की पैकेज िंग ज िंगि यू  

प्लास्टिक की शे्रणी में नही िं आती है क्ोिंजक दूध की 

थैजियािं पूरी तरह  े री ाइस्टलिंग योग्य होती हैं। हमारी 

ए 
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दूध की थैजियािं 100 प्रजतशत नई एिडीपीई (कम 

घनत्व िािी पॉजिएजथिीन) एकि परत िािी होती हैं। 

दूध की थैजियोिं की री ाइस्टलिंग करके उद्योग पाइपोिं 

और जतरपाि का जनमााण करता है। आप यह कभी 

नही िं देखेंगे जक एक भी दूध की थैिी को कूडेदान में 

िें का  ाता हो। िास्ति में हमने 100 प्रजतशत 

प्लास्टिक थैजियोिं की री ाइस्टलिंग का बिंदोबस्त जकया 

हुआ है। िेजकन उद्योग ने  रकार  े खा  तौर पर 

आिश्यक ज िं ोिं की पैकेज िंग के जिए िैकस्टल्पक 

 ाधनोिं की ओर  ाने के िासे्त कम  े कम तीन महीने 

का  मय देने का आग्रह जकया है।  

 

Reducing duty on dairy products would cause major unrest among rural India: SJM 
October 2, 2019 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/reducing-duty-on-dairy-products-would-cause-major-unrest-among-rural-

india-sjm-1605503-2019-10-02 

SS-affiliate Swadeshi Jagran Manch 

(SJM) on Wednesday urged the central 

government to not sign Regional Com-

prehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) nego-

tiations while cautioning that any such move 

would cause major unrest among rural India 

and adversely affect livelihoods. 

SJM's co-convenor Ashwani Mahajan said that 

New Zealand and Australia were negotiating 

"very hard" with India at RCEP-FTA to reduce 

duty on dairy products so that they can get ac-

cess to the world's largest market of dairy prod-

ucts. 

"Milk, as the largest agricultural crop of India 

(150 million metric tonnes), certainly deserves 

better treatment at the hands of our Commerce 

Ministry negotiators. Signing of RCEP would 

cause a major unrest among our rural folk, as 

their livelihood will certainly get adversely af-

fected," he said in a blog. 

Mahajan said that the government must under-

stand that sacrificing the interests of the poor 

and vulnerable sections of the society in the 

name of engaging in trade with the rest of the 

world is bad politics. 

"Prime Minister can ensure to avoid any unrest 

amongst our rural producers across the country 

and protect their future," he stated. 

The SJM leader claimed that the government 

was contemplating to finalise RCEP-FTA, a trade 

block which includes China, Australia and New 

Zealand, apart from 10 ASEAN countries, Japan 

and South Korea. 

He alleged that officials of Centre of Regional 

Trade (CRT) under the Commerce Ministry have 

been supporting New Zealand and Australia's 

offers to reduce tariffs on milk and its products, 

by twisting the data of India's milk production 

and projecting a huge shortage of milk in India 

in the coming 10 years. 

"They are also projecting shortages of fodder, 

roughages and water for animal rearing and 

showing unrealistic export opportunity within 

RCEP countries despite huge non-tariff barriers 

and low price of New Zealand dairy products," 

Mahajan said. 

"Milk producers and processors have been 

pleading with the Commerce Ministry, present-

ing some hard facts, which are deliberately ig-

nored by bureaucrats and consultants, pushing 

the deal," he said. 

Citing Niti Aayog's Working Group Report (Feb-

ruary 2018) on demand and supply projections 

towards 2033 for crops, livestock, fisheries and 

agricultural inputs, he said India will be surplus 

in milk products and the question of imports 

does not arise. 
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Mahajan said that New Zealand, which has a 

population of around 48 lakh, produces 24 

MMT (million metric tonnes) of milk by employ-

ing 10,000 farmers and exports 93 per cent of 

the commodity, while on the other hand, 10 

crore families in India depend on the dairy in-

dustry for their livelihood. 

"Then why should India include dairy products 

(HSN 0401 to 0406) in RCEP and allow import at 

lower duty? Is it to double the income of farm-

ers of Australia and New Zealand? he asked. 

"It's beyond doubt that signing of RCEP would 

mean death knell of dairy in India," he said. 

Mahajan said if the deal was signed it may re-

sult in approximately 50 million rural people 

losing their job as they will be forced to quit un-

remunerative dairying. 

"This will prove to be the most suicidal step by 

the government since independence. We must 

understand that once the dairy industry is trou-

bled, this step will result into the biggest food 

security threat as we will be permanently de-

pendent on imports for dairy products like in 

case of edible oils," he said. 

The SJM leader said the Prime Minister must 

know that doubling of farmers' income will re-

main only in dreams. 

"Indian dairy farmers' income will actually be 

halved, ultimately forcing them to leave the 

milk production," Mahajan said. 

 

How the FSSAI is taking tech to the ground 
OCTOBER 01, 2019 12:34 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/how-the-fssai-is-taking-tech-to-the-ground/article29564514.ece 

 

he FSSAI is putting compliance measures 

in place to create a system for its offic-

ers visiting food outlets for checks 

Last week, the Food Safety and Standards Au-

thority of India (FSSAI), the agency entrusted 

with ensuring safe, healthy, sustainable food in 

the country, said they’re taking tech to the 

ground force. The aim is to up the transparency 

in the inspection system at different types of 

food outlets, and ensure a broader compliance 

strategy, said Vikas Talwar, the deputy director 

of regulatory compliance, at the organisation. 

The FSSAI (you’ll see the stamp on every pack-

aged food product) has about 3,500 food safety 

officers who go from one food business opera-

tor (FBO) to the other, checking the premises on 

a range of criteria. An FBO — and there are ap-

proximately 3.2 million of these across the 

country — is any organisation involved in the 

manufacture or packaging of food, so anything 

from a dairy or slaughter house to your local 

restaurant serving gobhi manchurian or a fancy 

five-star kitchen. There are both licensed and 

registered organisations that are audited; the 

former are those with revenue over ₹12 lakh 

per annum, while the latter (with less stringent 

norms) are smaller businesses. 

At a recent conference, Pawan Agarwal, the 

CEO, showed the audience a jacket which had 

an RFID tag. Food safety officers (inspectors) 

will wear these when they go on their field vis-

its. This means that each business itself will 

have the RFID scanner too. The real-time track-

ing will ensure that the officer is indeed visiting 
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the facility. The jacket will also have an embed-

ded QR code, so that the FBO can check if the 

officer is legit. A photograph and unique ID 

number will be called up, so the manager knows 

the right person has come to inspect the prem-

ises. 

Once there, the officer, who will be given a tab-

let, will record his observations through a 

checklist as well as photographs which will be 

geotagged, to ensure that the pictures are of 

the location specified. All information will be 

fed back into the Food Safety Compliance Risk 

Inspection System, the data-monitoring soft-

ware. 

The jacket, which looks like a regular sleeveless 

bandgala in dark blue, has pockets for storage 

and is a unisex product, though FSSAI says 

they’re open for suggestions on the design. 

Manufacture will be thrown up via the govern-

ment’s tendering process, but they hope to get 

the pilot going before year end. Vikas, who was 

instrumental in leading the project under 

FSSAI’s Eat Right programme, says he hopes 

that this technology intervention will boost the 

morale of the field staff, so they develop “pro-

fessionalism, a sense of ownership, and the 

feeling of working with a bigger purpose.” 

As for the exact nature of transactions between 

the FBO and the officer? Vikas says they won’t 

be recording voices: “We don’t want to go back 

to the system of the inspector raj.” 

 

Mother Dairy promotes plastic-free India: Cheaper toned-milk a better alternative 
Oct 01, 2019 | 

https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/in-focus/article/to-avoid-plastic-usage-mother-dairy-promotes-to-

ken-milk-reduces-price-by-rs/498038 

 

ew Delhi: In a bit to cut down on plas-

tic consumption in day to day life, 

Mother Dairy - the company that man-

ufactures, markets and sells dairy products, has 

launched a campaign to promote lowering use 

of plastic. This is to promote the consumption 

of token milk as compared with its packaged 

counterpart.  

A Mother Dairy spokesperson told media that 

the company will take additional steps to pro-

mote the consumption of token milk and it is 

also actively considering introducing door-to-

door supplies to reduce the usage of plastic. 

The scheme will reportedly be introduced for 

residents of Delhi, Gurugram, Faridabad and 

Ghaziabad. According to a report, with the cur-

rent daily average volume of 6 lakh litres 

through Mother Dairy's network of 900 booths, 

the cash incentives comes close to Rs 90 crore a 

year.  

Along with the inception of this initiative, the 

company is also planning to revamp retail sale 

outlets for milk through vending machines for 

improving consumer efficiency and satisfaction.  

The spokesperson added that the company has 

also increased the capacity of 10 litres per day 

in order to cater to the rising demand of the to-

ken milk. Meanwhile, the cash incentive 
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through this will work out to the tune of Rs 140 

crore a year. Sangram Chaudhary, the managing 

director of the Mother Dairy Fruit and Vegeta-

ble Pvt. Ltd told a media person that with being 

free of any plastic packaging, every litre of to-

ken milk purchased helps in reducing of plastic 

generation by approximately 4.2 grams and on 

an annual basis by 900 Metric Tonnes.  

According to a report, in a "garbage audit" con-

ducted by an NGO, Chintan, working towards 

solid waste management, found that 36 per 

cent of the total branded plastics collected in a 

sample of mixed garbage in Delhi is 'low-recy-

clable value cups and tetra packs'. These pack-

ets are used to sell semi-solid dairy items like 

milk curd and lassi. 

Of the "single-layer plastic" garbage analysed, 

57 per cent was just Mother Dairy and Amul 

milk packets which otherwise have "high-recy-

cle value".  
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Global News 

Meet OATH: New Organic, Oat-Milk And Plant Protein RTD Beverage 
Oct 14, 2019, 09:30 ET 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/meet-oath-new-organic-oat-milk-and-plant-protein-rtd-beverage-

300937355.html 

EW YORK, Oct. 14, 2019 /PRNewswire/ 

-- Today, new brand, OATH, announces 

its launch with hero product, OATH Or-

ganic Oat-Milk with Plant Protein, the first and 

only organic oat-milk protein beverage with 15-

16 grams of protein and 6-10 grams of fiber. 

The product is available in four flavors, each 

one as unique as their mission: Double Choco-

late, Matcha Chai, Indian Rose, and Golden Tur-

meric. 

The organic-based company leverages clean, 

sustainable ingredients including protein-rich 

oats, nuts, and seeds to reinvent the saturated 

RTD industry. Founded on the idea that if con-

sumers are able to feed their body with pre-

mium, healthy, organic foods, they're able to 

free and fortify their mind, OATH has crafted 

full-bodied, rich blends, each boasting a benefit 

including: metabolism and boost enhancement, 

sustainable energy restoration, and more. 

The organic oat milks harness the power of 

PLANTS WITH PROMISETM to deliver functional 

health benefits, with each ingredient hand-

picked for its 'promise' of nutrients, evocative 

flavor, and exceptional taste. A pioneer in the 

space, OATH utilizes atypical proteins like al-

monds, pumpkin seeds, and oats, uniting them 

with natural sweeteners like apple fiber, spices 

and botanicals including saffron, ginger, and 

cardamom to offer numerous health benefits 

and create a flavor, taste, and silky mouthfeel 

that has yet to exist. 

"Andy, my co-founder, and I share a passion for 

food that is so delicious, it feels like a cheat 

treat, yet is super healthy, it adds to your well-

being. Together, after almost two years of tast-

ing and testing, we created this in a grab and go 

format that works for anyone, anywhere, at any 

time," notes founder, Royce Pinkwater, who 

found inspiration for OATH as a busy, working 

mother and real estate mogul. 

Co-Founder Andy Khiani states, "OATH is a per-

fect expression of sustainability for the planet, 

for its inhabitants, and for myself. Living with 

HIV, I have always known the connection be-

tween body and mind and how food plays a 

huge part between the two -- a healthy body, 

via organic, whole foods, creates a healthy mind 

and that, in turn, creates a healthy, sustainable 

environment I could connect with and it has al-

ways, without a doubt, led me to a place of 

peace and a greater understanding of myself 

and my relation to all life." 

OATH Milks with Plant Protein contain no artifi-

cial flavors, hidden sugars, gums, fillers, or sta-

bilizers and have no artificial taste or aftertaste. 

They can be enjoyed pre- or post-workout, as a 

meal replacement, or in the evening to help 

promote muscle regeneration and building as 

you sleep. The versatility of each flavor allows 

consumers to enjoy it cold, heat them up for a 

warm drink, and more. 

To celebrate the launch, OATH is partnering 

with LA-based optimistic lifestyle la-

bel, Madhappy, as the brand's exclusive bever-

age partner at their pop-up location in 

SoHo, New York through January 2020. The mis-

sions of the two brands are rooted in promoting 

a healthy mindstate while creating premium 

products and experiences with overall wellbeing 

in mind. 
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OATH Organic Oat Milks with Plant Protein are 

available now at select retailers. For more infor-

mation, visit www.oathlife.com or follow 

@oathlife on Instagram. 

About OATH: 

At OATH™ we share a passion that food should 

be absolutely delicious while healing our bodies 

at the same time. We believe that a healthy 

body empowers a curious mind. Our organic 

and vegan oat protein milks harness the true 

promise of plants, from protein-rich oats, nuts 

and seeds to naturally delicious spices and bo-

tanicals. Each OATH™ protein drink is expertly 

blended for real health benefits and the most 

sensational mouthfeel ever (no aftertaste). 

Plant Proteins are key to providing the building 

blocks for healthy muscles and tissues. They are 

often lower in calories and fat than animal pro-

teins and HIGHER in fiber and essential nutri-

ents. We stopped at nothing to provide a func-

tional beverage that would excite your taste 

buds while benefiting your mind and your body. 

We are always organic, vegan, kosher, ethically 

sourced and never made with gums, dairy, soy, 

gluten, processed sugars or GMO's, and that is 

our promise to ourselves and to you. 

 

Idaho Milk Products Celebrates Expansion with Ribbon Cutting Event at Jerome Facility 
October 14, 2019 

https://www.perishablenews.com/dairy/idaho-milk-products-celebrates-expansion-with-ribbon-cutting-event-at-

jerome-facility/ 

EROME, IDAHO – Idaho Milk Products cele-

brated the completion of the $30 million 

expansion and new R&D facility that began 

in October 2018 with a ribbon-cutting on Sep-

tember 20, 2019. Speakers included Idaho Milk 

Products’ CEO Daragh Maccabee, Rick Onaindia 

and Russell Visser representing the owner 

group, City of Jerome Mayor Dave Davis and Je-

rome City Administrator Mike Williams and VP 

of Research and Development, Dr. Chenchaiah 

Marella. Tours of the new R&D facility were 

available to the general public. 

“We are very pleased to reach the end of a 

multi-faceted $30m plus project that has been 

ongoing for the last year,” commented CEO Da-

ragh Maccabee. “We have increased our capac-

ity by a third, invested in new equipment and 

automation, expanded our warehouse, up-

graded our people facilities and made a step 

change commitment to innovation and product 

development. The various aspects of the project 

speak to all the things that we try to do better 

every day – maximizing our efficiency and 

throughput, striving to create and maintain a 

world-class organization, being relevant to our 

customers and the markets we operate in and 

all with sustainability in mind. All who contrib-

uted along the way can be proud of the 

achievements in the first decade and all of us 

here today are excited at the potential for the 

next one.” 

The expansion took 266 days and 57,220 man-

hours to complete. With its completion, Idaho 

Milk Products will be able to process an addi-

tional 1 million lbs. of milk per day, resulting in 

a faster turnaround to keep up with customer 

demands. 

“I’m very thankful the ownership group had the 

vision to invest in this expansion in southern 

Idaho,” said Joe Henry, VP of Sales and Market-

ing. “This expansion allows us to serve the 

growing needs of our customers for years to 

come. Idaho Milk Products is a world-class or-

ganization and I’m very excited and welcome 

the 25 new hires who have joined our family.” 
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The new R&D facility includes an impressive list 

of equipment, with the ability to work on and 

test Ready-To-Drink beverages, yogurts, Ready-

To-Mix products, ice cream, protein bars, retort 

processing and more. With this addition, Idaho 

Milk Products will be able to offer the highest 

level of formulating possibilities to meet cus-

tomer needs and keep up with product trends. 

“At Idaho Milk Products we have a strong belief 

in science-based innovation. With our optimal, 

proprietary and cold loop temperature con-

trolled processes we are able to produce award-

winning world-class milk ingredients,” explains 

Dr. Chenchaiah Marella, VP of Research & Prod-

uct Development. “To continue our investment 

in innovation we have added new processes 

and a state-of-the-art pilot plant. This repre-

sents a step change in our customer collabora-

tion and new product development capabilities 

enabling us to provide technical support and ap-

plication assistance in a timely manner, and 

with increased levels of confidence and credibil-

ity.” 

About Idaho Milk Products 

Idaho Milk Products is a privately held, vertically 

integrated international milk processing leader, 

supplying Milk Protein Concentrate (MPC), Milk 

Permeate, and Cream derivatives to customers 

around the globe. Owned by local Idaho dairy 

farmers, Idaho Milk Products has a dedicated 

consistent milk supply and delivers reliable, 

quality dairy ingredients. For more information, 

visit idahomilkproducts.com. 

 

County with only 1 dairy farm left could be lost 
Oct 12, 2019 

https://www.newspressnow.com/ap/state/county-with-only-dairy-farm-left-could-be-lost/article_0270b4fc-2b9f-

5966-b9bf-66165c227870.html 

OWNVILLE, S.C. (AP) — Megan Dobbins' 

entire life was based around the family 

dairy farm. At its peak, Pine Lane Farm, 

now called Four M Farm, had 300 cows. Now 

that she no longer sees them every day, she 

said she feels empty. 

"It's a sad, empty feeling to know that there's 

no cow standing out here," she said. "You can't 

just walk out here and love on one because 

they're gone and you've seen them out here 

your whole life. And they're just gone." 

Four M Farm in Townville was one of the last 

conventional, family-owned dairy farms in An-

derson County before it closed earlier this year 

after 46 years. The last milking day for the Dob-

bins family was April 3 and the cows were sold 

off later that week. 

In South Carolina, the number of dairy cows has 

continued to drop. At its peak, there were 

about 190,000 cows in 1945, according to Adam 

Kantrovich, associate professor of agribusiness 

at the Clemson University Cooperative Exten-

sion. 

As of July, there were 14,000, according to 

United States Department of Agriculture esti-

mates. 

Twenty years ago, there were 33 dairy farms in 

Anderson County, according to Kantrovich. By 

2012, only seven were still producing and selling 

milk. Now, there's only one. 

Dobbins remembers the day they sold their 

dairy cows. 

"The morning the cows left, we loaded them up 

on potbelly trucks and you look at the cows 

you've raised from calves, and you think, 'I hope 

she knows I tried. I hope she knows that,'" Dob-

bins said as her voice broke. 
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Dobbins, 35, said she knew all the cows on the 

farm, but she had a favorite: a Brown Swiss cow 

named Candy. 

"They were family," Dobbins said, rolling up her 

left shirt sleeve to show a tattooed color por-

trait of Candy on the farm. Her right arm bears 

a tattoo of the farm itself. 

Experts at the Clemson University Cooperative 

Extension confirmed that Anderson County's 

last known operating dairy farm is L.D. Peeler's 

41-year-old Milky Way Farm in Starr. 

Milky Way Farm sells unpasteurized milk and 

also sells milk to the public, which is what sets it 

apart from the pasteurized milk once sold to a 

co-op by Four M. 

In other situations, being the only producer of 

something might be a positive thing, but Peeler 

said it's the opposite. 

Because so many local dairies have gone out of 

business, so has the infrastructure needed to 

maintain them. 

He finds himself having to travel to other states 

to get the replacement parts he needs to keep 

his equipment running. 

"As long as I've been in the dairy business, I 

have never, ever thought about exiting the busi-

ness, but it has crossed my mind now," Peeler 

said. 

Peeler said he's not making a profit at this 

point, but he's able to make ends meet. His son 

runs the day-to-day operations of the farm and 

loves doing it, so Peeler keeps the farm going. 

The purchase price of milk peaked at $27.30 in 

2014 and then plummeted and hasn't re-

bounded much since then, Kantrovich said. 

The popularity of nut milks has also played a 

role by causing the demand for cow's milk to 

decrease. 

It costs $17 per cow per day to get 100 pounds 

of milk, Dobbins and Peeler both said. But a co-

op buyer would only pay $16 and $14 respec-

tively for the same amount. That doesn't ac-

count for the other costs of keeping the farm 

running. 

And, statewide, milk production in 2018 

dropped to an annual average below what 

farmers would need to be financially sustaina-

ble, Kantrovich said. 

The average consumer probably won't notice 

anything as small family farms die off, Kantro-

vich said. But it's a life-altering shift for the 

farmer, whether they switch to another product 

or shut down the farm altogether. 

The decision to close the family farm or change 

the farm's product is usually especially hard be-

cause these farms often go back several genera-

tions, Kantrovich said. 

"They usually do not want to be the last genera-

tion farming, they may feel as if they are letting 

down themselves, their family and previous 

generations," he said. "They may feel as if they 

have somehow failed, but they have not. 

"Farming is a business, it is a family business, 

but it is also a way of life — a hard but good 

life." 

There are still some animals living on the land at 

Four M Farm. Dobbins' ideal outcome would be 

to turn the farm into an agritourism destination 

focused on educating people about farmers and 

their products. 

"For so many kids, you've taken away knowing 

where the food comes from," she said. "We go 

to the grocery store and get it, but how does it 

get to the grocery store? 

"If you kill all the farmers off, where's your food 

gonna come from? Do you want it to be all pro-

cessed and out of a plant?" 



She's not sure if her dreams of agritourism can 

happen, but she doesn't want to see her fami-

ly's land sold off. 

"With it being so close to the interstate, some-

body could come and try to develop it," she 

said. "You just never know. I would hate to see 

it all leveled out and be a strip mall." 

 

Farmers Weigh in on Dairy Study 
Oct 11, 2019 

https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/farmers-weigh-in-on-dairy-study/article_0eb5f497-9ea5-5961-

9bb5-3a5d82e43b1e.html 

 

IRBYVILLE, Pa. — A small group of 

Berks County farmers gave mixed re-

views this week on a new report that 

proposes improvements to Pennsylvania’s dairy 

industry. 

The farmers liked a recommendation to im-

prove the brand identity of Pennsylvania milk 

but were hesitant on some more ambitious pro-

posals. 

“This (report) is something that I think we need 

to act on, maybe, but I can’t know that until I 

hear from you specifically, the people that are 

going to be most impacted by it,” Sen. Judy 

Schwank told the six farmers she met with on 

Monday in a nook at the Kirbyville Farm Market. 

Schwank, a Fleetwood Democrat and the minor-

ity-party chairwoman of the Agriculture and Ru-

ral Affairs Committee, sponsored the resolution 

last year that created the study, which was con-

ducted by the General Assembly’s research 

agency. 

The study’s most innovative recommendation is 

to impose a surcharge on one of the dairy in-

dustry’s top competitors — plant-based milks. 

“This, I think, will be a heavy lift for sure,” 

Schwank said. 

The regulation would come from the Pennsylva-

nia Milk Marketing Board, which is authorized 

to regulate a number of dairy products. One of 

the products on the list is “milk drink,” a term 

that arguably could include plant-based alterna-

tives. 

The study suggests using the revenue to fund 

the Milk Marketing Board, but Schwank said it 

might be possible to use the money to promote 

real milk instead. 

Paul Hartman, an owner of Scattered Acres 

dairy, said he’d prefer that the government stop 

plant beverages from being called milk. 

But the federal Food and Drug Administration 

controls that labeling, and so far has not bowed 

to pressure from the dairy industry. 

As a result, Hartman sees the sense in the state 

collecting a premium on plant drinks. 

“It’s not the answer, but it’s something to do to 

get a little money out of that sector,” Hartman 

said. 
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Pennsylvania is in a rare position to impose a 

fee on plant milks because few states have an 

agency that regulates milk prices the way the 

Milk Marketing Board does, said Tim Kurtz, a 

dairy farmer from Elverson. 

Schwank’s takeaway? “I don’t hear you saying 

forget it, but it may be a long shot,” she told the 

group. 

The group was even less comfortable with the 

study’s proposal to reduce shoppers’ confusion 

by relaxing the state’s unusually strict rules for 

milk sell-by dates. 

“Consumers believe that a product with a later 

date code is a fresher product, even though all 

products will lose freshness at approximately 

the same time once opened,” the study says. 

The farmers were more worried that extending 

the sell-by window move could jeopardize the 

quality and safety of the milk. 

Any break in the cold chain, such as when con-

sumers take the milk home from the store, can 

reduce the product’s shelf life, Kurtz said. 

And keeping milk on the shelf longer might not 

be the best goal. “The fresher the milk is, the 

higher quality I think it is,” said Phoebe Bitler, a 

Fleetwood dairy farmer. 

The farmers were more enthusiastic about 

building brand recognition for Pennsylvania 

milk. 

Fluid milk is the most profitable end use and a 

strength for the state’s processors, but con-

sumption has fallen 40% since 1975, according 

to the study. 

Over the last few years, dairy promoters have 

encouraged farmers to look for milk bottles 

stamped with the number 42, which is the code 

for Pennsylvania. 

It’s a useful factoid, but a small, cryptic plant 

code isn’t much of a brand identity. 

National grocery chains probably won’t even 

have any milk stamped with a 42, Schwank said. 

Hartman said some Pennsylvania processors 

could probably use the PA Preferred logo that 

aren’t using it now, but many of these bottlers 

sell some of their product out of state. 

It’s hard to know how a consumer in Connecti-

cut would react to the made-in-Pennsylvania 

branding, he said. 

Bitler liked Schwank’s proposal for point-of-sale 

advertising in the dairy case featuring local 

farmers. Supermarkets already use such signage 

in their produce departments to highlight grow-

ers who produced a particular crop. 

“I like visuals, and if something looks good, I’ll 

be more prone to buy it than if it’s just that 

funny old bottle of milk,” Bitler said. 

While dairy checkoff dollars could fuel that pro-

ject, another grassroots program is already 

bearing fruit. 

Lolly Lesher said she’s seen more consumers 

choosing whole milk since farmers began paint-

ing wrapped bales with slogans promoting the 

product as 97% fat free. The so-called bale-

boards break down the perception that whole 

milk is an unhealthful choice. 

“The customers come into my dairy store saying 

... ‘Give me the whole milk. I don’t have to drink 

that crappy skim milk anymore,’” said Lesher, of 

Way-Har Farms in Bernville. 

It’s hard to know which dairy products Pennsyl-

vania should produce more of, though, because 

the state doesn’t have much data on the sales 

of particular items. 

The study proposes licensing milk retailers to 

capture these details. Pennsylvania might be 

able to avoid this regulatory imposition by 

working with a food retailers association, which 



might already be gathering some of the infor-

mation the state wants, Lesher said. 

Schwank also asked the farmers for recommen-

dations that weren’t in the report. 

Bitler suggested the state give farmers an incen-

tive to put money back into their dairies, per-

haps a tax credit program like conservation-fo-

cused Resource Enhancement and Protection. 

“You want people to reinvest or we won’t be 

here,” she said. 

The goal for Schwank and other ag lawmakers 

now is charting a course that not only ensures 

that dairy farmers continue to be here, but 

adapt and thrive in the years to come. 

 

UW Agriculture Leaders Tout New Funding For Dairy Innovation Hub 
October 10, 2019, 5:30am 

https://www.wpr.org/uw-agriculture-leaders-tout-new-funding-dairy-innovation-hub 

 

Deans from the University of Wisconsin Sys-

tem's three leading agriculture programs were 

in Grantsburg on Tuesday promoting new fund-

ing from state lawmakers aimed at helping the 

Wisconsin's struggling dairy industry. 

The deans of UW-Madison's College of Agricul-

ture and Life Sciences, UW-Platteville's College 

of Business, Industry, Life Science and Agricul-

ture and UW-River Fall's College of Agriculture 

Food and Environmental Sciences toured a 

1,000-cow, robotic dairy operation in 

Grantsburg owned by UW Board of Regent 

member Cris Peterson. 

The event was aimed at promoting how the 

campuses plan to spend $8.8 million in Dairy In-

novation Hub funding allocated in the 2019-

2021 state biennial budget. According to data 

from UW System administration, $1 million of 

the funds will be available this year and will pay 

for postdoctoral research fellowship positions 

at Madison. It will also fund lab equipment and 

staffing for research programs at all three cam-

puses. 

Starting in 2020, the universities will split $7.8 

million in funding that could pay for as many as 

26 new faculty research positions. 

UW-Madison Dean Kate VandenBosch said one 

of the key concepts of the Dairy Innovation Hub 

will be focusing on research that goes beyond 

improving milk production on farms. 

"One of the things I'm most excited about is can 

we tap into the waste stream from dairy and 

come up with new products either for biomedi-

cal applications, manufacturing, energy, spe-

cialty chemicals that will really be a paradigm 

shift and move the industry further," said Van-

denBosch 

UW-River Falls Dean Dale Gallenberg said the 

new initiative will link the state's leading agri-

culture researchers in a way they haven't been 

before. 

"Ideally, the hub serves as an example, a model 

for how UW System and the regents and the 

Legislature will fund initiatives and expect col-

laboration," said Gallenberg. 

When asked about whether the Dairy Innova-

tion 
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Hub will aid small farms in Wisconsin in light of 

comments from U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Secretary Sonny Perdue that small operations 

will need to scale up in order to survive, UW-

Platteville Dean Wayne Weber said they’re al-

ready working with producers small and large. 

"Let's look at these issues from a data-informed 

standpoint, which is what can contribute as op-

posed to rhetoric and anecdote," Weber said. 

"And by doing that and working together we 

can start to address what is the optimal way for 

our farmers to move forwarThe Dairy Innova-

tion Hub funding comes two years after Wiscon-

sin led the nation in farm bankruptcies. 

 

Local chocolate milk ranked among best in the world 
Oct 09, 2019 

https://www.kolotv.com/content/news/Local-chocolate-milk-ranked-among-best-in-the-world-562632421.html 

 think it's great, because from the beginning 

we've had a lot of luck from our customers 

that have talked about our chocolate milk 

and have said how great it was," said owner Isi-

dro Alves. "And I definitely appreciate that." 

The website afoolzerrand.com is dedicated to 

finding and ranking the best chocolate milks in 

the world. The man who started it, Perry James, 

has sampled 1,353 different kinds in 51 coun-

tries, awarding a perfect score just 26 times. 

And that includes Sand Hill's popular product. 

"You get a guy from the outside that has tried a 

ton of these, and it just kind of reinforces what 

people have been telling us," added Alves. "So it 

makes you pretty proud." 

James says the dairy earned it's score due to it's 

buttery cream, and the fact that it's saltier than 

sweet. 

"I think it comes down to using quality ingredi-

ents," said Alves. " We start with whole milk, we 

use cane sugar instead of liquid sugar, and then 

we use a premium chocolate. I think those 

three things kind of add to making our choco-

late milk up to the top." 

Sand Hill is the only farmstead dairy in the state 

of Nevada, meaning they not only produce it, 

but also sell it directly to stores and casinos. 

And it's not homogenized, so they have a differ-

ent look and taste than the other mainstream 

competitors. 

"Our whole milk has fat; the whole milk in the 

stores has fat, you just don't see it their milk," 

admitted Alves. "And it's done in our industry 

for appearance. But we don't do that process, 

so our cream will rise to the top and you have 

to give it a good shake before you pour it, or 

you'll get a good clump of cream." 

It's a nod back to the old days of dairy. And if 

you try it, you'll notice the difference. 

"When I talk to somebody who actually is a milk 

drinker, I really beg them to try it and just let 

me know," added Alves. "The true milk drinker 

will know the difference." 

For more information on Sand Hill's products, to 

to find them in stores, click here Sand Hill Dairy 
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Borden Dairy Partners with Dallas Mavericks, Brings Milk to American Airlines Center 
Oct 08, 2019, 09:00 ET 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/borden-dairy-partners-with-dallas-mavericks-brings-milk-to-ameri-

can-airlines-center-300933079.html 

ALLAS, Oct. 8, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -

- Borden, one of America's favorite 

dairy companies founded in 1857, has 

entered into an official partnership with the 

Dallas Mavericks and American Airlines Center 

in an exciting move to bring venue guests nutri-

tious options for game and event nights. As part 

of this partnership, the AAC will now sell milk 

for the first time ever. 

"The Mavericks are a beloved team that we are 

proud to support," said Borden Chief Marketing 

Officer Joe DePetrillo. "Their games offer fun, 

positive energy for the whole family, and we are 

eager to enhance the fan experience." 

Borden milk products can be found at Pizza Hut 

concession stands, the Market To Go food stand 

and Valor Bar & Burger. For those craving some-

thing a bit more indulgent, the Valor Bar & 

Burger will be serving signature milkshakes 

made with Borden milk. 

In conjunction with the partnership, Borden will 

offer exclusive fan experiences, including the 

opportunity to take a Mavericks player to 

school, serve as a Borden Milk Honorary Co-

Captain at the games, or take home their very 

own Borden growth chart featuring a Mavericks 

player. 

"The Dallas Mavericks are thrilled to welcome 

Borden to the partnership family, and the fact 

that they are based in Dallas is even more excit-

ing. There are so many great aspects to this 

partnership, including Borden's commitment to 

the Dallas community and exclusive experiences 

for Mavs fans, that we cannot wait to get 

started," said Dallas Mavericks CEO Cynt Mar-

shall. 

Fans can stay tuned for details on Borden and 

Mavericks initiatives by following @Borden-

Dairy on the company's social media pages. 

 

Dairy Council for NI in 'doomsday' no-deal Brexit warning 
7 October 2019 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-49958593 

he NI dairy industry has warned of a 

"doomsday scenario" for processors and 

farmers if there is a no-deal Brexit. 

The Dairy Council for NI said survival was "ques-

tionable". 

It warned farmers would face a huge drop in 

the price paid for their milk, as dairies tried to 

face the extra costs of trade barriers. 

It would see 10p per litre cut off the current 

base price for farmers, who are already produc-

ing at a loss at existing prices. 

The council said if there was no-deal, compa-

nies could not process locally all the milk that 

would be produced in Northern Ireland. 

It added they would not be able to cope with 

the tariffs and non-tariff barriers to trade. 

"That would be a devastating situation for the 

Northern Ireland dairy industry, farming fami-

lies, rural communities and the Northern Ire-

land economy," said the council's chief execu-

tive Dr Mike Johnston. 
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He said that would be a major threat to the jobs 

and livelihoods of more than 3,000 farm fami-

lies across Northern Ireland. 

In response, a government spokesperson said: 

"We are boosting preparations to ensure we are 

fully prepared to leave the EU on 31 October, 

whatever the circumstances. 

"We are ready to intervene to provide support 

to some sectors in the unlikely event this is re-

quired and whatever the course of events, 

farmers will continue to receive the same fund-

ing for farm support until the end of this parlia-

ment." 

The Dairy Council for NI represents four compa-

nies which between them account for more 

than 90% of the 2.4bn litres of milk collected 

from Northern Ireland farms each year. 

About 35% of the milk produced in Northern 

Ireland needs to be moved over the border for 

processing in the Republic of Ireland. 

Dr Johnston said even if processing capacity lo-

cally was maximised, there would be a pro-

cessing shortfall of 600m litres. 

"If we don't get a Brexit deal and cannot 

transport raw milk south, without significant 

delays and/or certification requirements, then 

our industry is facing a crisis of epic propor-

tions," he added. 

"All processing sites in Northern Ireland will be 

full while there is no spare capacity to process 

that volume of milk in Great Britain. 

"We have communicated these significant risks 

in the event of a no-deal to authorities in NI, the 

Republic and London but have not got any satis-

factory outcome so far." 

He said government intervention would be 

needed to prevent farmers going out of busi-

ness. 

And he said some of the figures quoted by the 

Dairy Council were very worrying for farmers 

who were already losing money on every litre of 

milk they produced. 

 

Yes whey! Canby dairy, Salem distiller team up to make ‘cowcohol’ 
Oct 6, 2019 / 01:55 

https://www.koin.com/news/special-reports/yes-whey-canby-dairy-and-salem-distiller-team-up-to-make-cow-

cohol/ 

ANBY, Ore. (KOIN) — When you see 

dairy cows, you probably think of milk, 

cheese, ice cream. Now add vodka to 

that list. 

TMK Creamery, located just outside Canby, is 

eschewing the typical grains or potatoes and 

opting for a whey-based liquor that keeps their 

cows front and center. 

TMK Farm began a registered dairy program 

about 30 years ago, “when Todd Koch bought 

his first Holstein heifer” for 4-H, according to 

the company’s website. Within a decade, the 

herd grew enough to prompt Koch and his sib-

lings to start their own dairy facility. A few years 

ago, Shauna Koch Garza started making cheese, 

the main product sold at the creamery on Dry-

land Road. 

Soon, TMK Vodka could be right there next to 

the cheddar curds and gouda wedges. 

TMK reached out to several distillers to help 

them make the vodka, Todd Koch said. But Ja-

son Greenwood, who started Divine Distill-

ers just 14 months ago in Salem, was the only 

one adventurous enough to help. 
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Greenwood tells KOIN 6 whey-based vodka is 

not common. 

“We’ve been working with the USDA and OSU 

to perfect this,” Greenwood said. “It’s taken us, 

so far, over 10 months to make.” 

According to an article from Oregon State Uni-

versity, “as much as 90 percent of the 

milk” used for cheese-making ends up as whey. 

Big companies can turn some of that into profit 

by producing products like whey protein, but 

most small creameries can’t afford the equip-

ment used for that, according to OSU. 

Studies at OSU also suggest that the environ-

mental impact of turning whey into other prod-

ucts is less damaging than dumping it into a 

landfill. 

So a few small creameries are experimenting 

with whey-based vodka, as is OSU’s fermenta-

tion science program. 

“We take the whey after the cheese is made, 

there’s about 3% sugars which we ferment,” 

Greenwood said. “And then once we’ve fer-

mented those 3% sugars, we distill those.” 

Koch said they’re still working to increase pro-

duction, but hope to be selling bottles of the 

vodka by the end of October. 

TMK Creamery is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

on Saturdays. They also do tours where people 

can meet their “cow-lebrities.” 

 

Eight Arrested For Selling Adulterated Milk 
03rd October 2019 | 02:49 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/eight-arrested-for-selling-adulterated-milk-727309.html 

 

ESHAWAR, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 3rd Oct, 2019 ) :Additional Assis-

tant Commissioner Mani Zahir has raided 

several shops of milk sellers at various localities 

of the metropolis and arrested eight persons for 

being involved in selling adulterated milk. 

According to spokesperson of the district ad-

ministration, the AAC conducted those raids on 

the directives of Deputy Commissioner Muham-

mad Ali Azghar and was accompanied by staff of 

livestock department.The inspection team vis-

ited milk shops at Faqir Abad, YousafAbad and 

Dilazak road and tested samples of milk at mod-

ern laboratory of the livestock department. 

During analysis, it was found that water, pack-

ing soda and banned dry milk powder had been 

mixed with the milk.  Besides discarding 1200 li-

ters adulterated milk, eight persons were ar-

rested during those raids.The spokesman said 

the district administration was committed to 

ensuring quality food items for citizens and 

drive against substandard milk would continue 

indiscriminately. 
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Punjab Food Authority Obstructs 5,000 Litres Adulterated Milk Supply 
02nd October 2019 | 11:54 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/punjab-food-authority-obstructs-5000-litres-726985.html 

 

AHORE, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 2nd Oct, 2019 ) :Punjab Food Au-

thority (PFA) on Wednesday seized a 

tanker containing 5,000 litres of adulterated 

milk being supplied to the provincial capital. 

PFA Director General Captain (R) Muhammad 

Usman told media here that PFA also raided 

various milk sale points in the city and sealed a 

milk shop. 

On a tip-off, PFA Dairy Safety Team impounded 

a milk tanker bearing registration No. TUB 579 

at Shahdara entrance point of the city and re-

covered around 5,000 litres of chemically con-

taminated milk that was being supplied to Lia-

qat Milk Shop located at Outfall Road. 

The provincial food regulatory body also took 

action against a shopkeeper and seized 1,500 li-

tres of adulterated milk in a separate raid. 

Muhammad Usman said that PFA had seized 

more than 100,000 litres of adulterated milk in 

a week. 

Meanwhile, three members of PFA were seri-

ously injured in a firing incident during a raid 

against milk adulterators in Sahiwal. 

Making infant formula more like human breast milk 
OCTOBER 2, 2019 

https://phys.org/news/2019-10-infant-formula-human-breast.html 

 

U.K.-based scientists have engineered plants to 

produce an oil that mimics the chemical struc-

ture of human milk fat, a major component of 

breast milk. Previous studies suggest the human 

form of this molecule, triacylglycerol, aids ab-

sorption of key nutrients by the infant gut, but 

few infant formulas contain anything like it. 

Now, a team from Rothamsted Research have 

found a way to modify the biochemical path-

ways of plants so they can produce the human 

form of this key nutrient. 

Around half the calories in human milk come 

from triacylglycerol, and in infant formula this 

fat is mainly sourced from plants—but vegeta-

ble oils have a different chemical structure to 

the fat produced by mothers in their milk. 

It is the uniquely human arrangement of fatty 

acids—the constituent molecules that make up 

triacylglycerol—that is thought to provide bene-

fits. These include the absorption of calcium, 

which is vital for bone development. 

Whilst some milk formulas already contain tri-

acylglycerol that mimics the structure of human 

milk fat, these Human Milk Fat Substitutes 
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(HMFS) are expensive to make, whilst the pro-

cess generates solvent waste and uses palm 

oil—the growing of which has been blamed for 

tropical deforestation. 

Costs are one of the main reasons why HMFS 

are found in only about 10 percent of infant for-

mulas, particularly premium products formu-

lated and marketed for ease-of-digestion. 

Whilst breast milk is the best and first choice for 

infant nutrition, the team hope their break-

through could lead to improvement in all grades 

of formula for babies who need it. 

Lead researcher, Dr. Peter Eastmond said the oil 

from the engineered plants has triacylglycerol 

molecules in this human configuration in similar 

proportions as found in a mothers' milk. 

"In human milk fat, saturated fatty acids are at-

tached to the middle point of the central 'back-

bone' of the triacylglycerol molecule, giving it a 

distinctive structure, and evidence from several 

clinical trials has suggested that this assists nu-

trient absorption in the infant gut. However, the 

fat used in most infant formulas is derived from 

plants, where these saturated fatty acids almost 

always bond to the ends of the 'backbone' in-

stead." 

Writing in the journal Proceedings of the Na-

tional Academy of Sciences, the team report 

making triacylglycerol where more than 70 per-

cent of the saturated fatty acids are in the cru-

cial 'middle' position, compared with less than 3 

percent in the unmodified plant—a more than 

20-fold increase. 

"We have engineered the metabolism of a plant 

so the fat it produces has the structure found in 

human milk, not vegetable oil," said Dr. 

Eastmond. 

The infant formula market is currently esti-

mated to use nearly half a million metric tons of 

vegetable-derived fat per year. 

According to Dr. Eastmond, applying metabolic 

engineering technology to oil producing crops, 

or even oil producing microorganisms, might 

provide a new source of cost-effective, human 

milk fat substitute for infant nutrition. 

"Several oilseed crops could be candidates for 

HMFS production, such as sunflower and 

oilseed rape." 

In this BBSRC-funded study, the team modified 

the genes responsible for a metabolic path-

way in the oilseed plant Arabidopsis thaliana, a 

species often used as a test bed in biological re-

search, to demonstrate it could be done. 

They relocated an enzyme, lysophosphatidic 

acid acyltransferase (LPAT), from where it usu-

ally resides within the cell's light-capturing chlo-

roplasts, to the endoplasmic reticulum, an area 

of the cell where fats are made. 

This led to LPAT being incorporated into the fat 

production pathway, resulting in triacylglycerol 

produced in the human form. 

"Being able to modify the metabolic pathways 

of plants opens many potential doors and 

demonstrates how similar approaches could 

provide benefits to several different sectors in-

cluding human health and the environment," 

Dr. Eastmond said. 
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Trump ag secretary Sonny Perdue says dairy farms will survive, but may have to get big-

ger 
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ADISON - President Donald Trump's 

agriculture secretary said Tuesday he 

believes dairy farms can stay in busi-

ness, but they may have to get bigger to do so. 

"I think the 2018 farm bill will stem the flow of 

that" loss of dairy farms in recent years, Agricul-

ture Secretary Sonny Perdue told reporters.  

"Now what we see, obviously, is economies of 

scale having happened in America — big get 

bigger and small go out. ... It's very difficult on 

economies of scale with the capital needs and 

all the environmental regulations and every-

thing else today to survive milking 40, 50, 60 or 

even 100 cows, and that's what we've seen." 

Perdue made his comments after holding a 

town hall meeting with farmers and dairy indus-

try officials at the kickoff of the annual World 

Dairy Expo at Madison's Alliant Energy Center.  

Grant County dairy farmer Jerry Volenec ex-

pressed frustration with Perdue's comments.  

"What I heard today from the secretary of agri-

culture was there's no place for me," said 

Volenec, who spoke at a news conference orga-

nized by the state Democratic Party.  

Nearly 3,000 U.S. dairy farms folded in 2018, 

about a 6.5% decline, according to U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture figures. 

Wisconsin lost nearly 700 — almost two a day 

— as even dairy farmers used to enduring hard 

times called it quits in the fourth year of a 

downturn in milk prices.  

Though prices have improved some in recent 

months, Wisconsin has still been losing more 

than two dairy farms a day this year, wreaking 

havoc on the rural economy. Many families ex-

hausted their savings and credit to remain in 

business, and they eventually had to shut down 

their milking operation to cut their losses.  

"What we've seen is the number of dairy farm-

ers go out, but the dairy cows haven't reduced 

that much. The dairy cows haven't gone to 

slaughter. They've gone to someone else's herd 

for the most part," Perdue said. "That just in-

creases the supply of milk, which makes the 

supply-demand balance even exacerbated in 

that way." 

Asked if he believed small dairy farms will have 

to get big to survive, Perdue said: "That remains 

to be seen." 

"Everyone will have to make their own deci-

sions economically whether they can survive," 

he said. "I don't think in America for any small 

business we have a guaranteed income or guar-

anteed profitability of survival. That depends on 

each and every farmer and dairy farmer. 

"Farmers are pretty good at managing and man-

aging through tough times. I think those that 

have survived through the '14 farm bill should 

do well in the '18 farm bill." 
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Darin Von Ruden, an organic dairy farmer from 

Westby and president of the Wisconsin Farmers 

Union, said at the Democratic news conference 

that elected officials need to do more for small 

farmers.  

"I mean, do we want one company owning all 

our food in this country?" he asked.  

He called for a milk supply management system 

to help ensure farmers get better prices for 

their product.  

Perdue rejected that idea.  

"I think that’s been tried before and I don’t 

think in America that’s the way we need to go," 

Perdue told reporters. "While some have sug-

gested that, I don’t think that’s what I know 

about America and American productivity re-

garding supply management. We tried farm 

programs in the past to do that, set-aside pro-

grams and dairy buyouts and other kinds of 

things. The industry has to control its balance of 

supply and demand."  

 

'Amazon of dairy:' St. Cloud business revives milkman model to bring local food home 
Oct. 1, 2019 

https://www.sctimes.com/story/news/2019/10/01/st-cloud-business-modern-milkman-delivers-dairy-local-

foods/3820363002/ 

 

T. CLOUD — You can get lunch delivered. 

You can get a bag of groceries delivered. 

Now, you can get local dairy and eggs de-

livered.  

Brad Hagfors is a new kind of milkman in Cen-

tral Minnesota, distributing locally produced 

milk, bread, eggs and frozen pizzas through his 

new business Dairy2U. 

It launched last week.  

Hagfors referred to Dairy2U as "the Amazon of 

dairy," in a Monday interview with the St. Cloud 

Times.  

"People want the convenience," Hagfors said. 

"Just like Amazon: You want something? It's de-

livered to your door. But this is here in little St. 

Cloud." 

Hagfors bought out the area's last traditional 

milkman Jim Van Vooren and hopes to pick up 

past customers of Jim's Home Dairy Delivery. As 

Van Vooren did, Hagfors sells Stony Creek 

Dairy products from Melrose. 

Stony Creek has been around for 15 years, and 

its owners Grant and Cassie Schoenberg were 

looking for a way to get more of their products 

into St. Cloud, Grant said on a Monday phone 

call with the Times.  

The Schoenbergs process their cows' milk on 

site using low-temperature vat pasteurization 

which preserves a cream flavor in the milk, 

Grant said.  

People want to know where their food comes 

from and its carbon footprint, Grant said. "Here 

you do know where it's coming from." 

Most commercial milk is produced by multiple 

herds and distributed by large processors.  
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Dairy farms are struggling across the country. 

Demand for cow milk is down as plant alterna-

tives, like soy and oat milks, fill shelves.  

Dairy Farmers of America's net sales dropped by 

about $1 billion, or 8 percent, from 2017 to 

2018. Dairy farms across the U.S. and in Minne-

sota have closed as the price of milk has 

dropped.  

Stony Creek products occupy a specialty niche. 

In addition to the on-site milk processing, the 

cows are grass fed and free of antibiotics and 

added hormones.  

"That's a market that's still doing very well," 

Hagfors said.  

Dairy2U sells milk, cream and butter from Stony 

Creek. Most of the milk costs $5.29 a gal-

lon. The price is lower for skim milk and choco-

late milk. 

Stony Creek milk is thicker and has a slightly dif-

ferent flavor than conventional milk, Hagfors 

said. And the dairy is known for its chocolate 

milk and slow-churned butter.  

Backwards Bread Co. supplies frozen, sliced 

bread, including a "gluten friendly" option, 

through Dairy2U. And the pizza is made 

in Elrosa by Harry's Pizza.  

Hagfors also partnered with Food Dudes, whose 

drivers drop off the local foods to residences 

and workplaces in the St. Cloud area, includ-

ing Waite Park, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, St. Joseph 

and St. Augusta.  

Food Dudes drivers make Dairy2U deliveries in 

their off times, Hagfors said. That's 8 to 9:30 

a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m.  

We're trying to take care of our local busi-

nesses," Hagfors said. "Local and healthy, that's 

the thing." 

Farmers’ case against giant dairy co-op will go to trial 
October 1, 2019 

https://thefern.org/ag_insider/farmers-case-against-giant-dairy-co-op-will-go-to-trial/ 

 collection of dairy farmers who allege 

anti-competitive conduct by the na-

tion’s largest dairy cooperative will 

take their case to a jury trial. A U.S. district 

court judge late last week denied a motion for 

summary judgment — which would have 

wrapped the case up without trial — from de-

fendant Dairy Farmers of America (DFA). 

The group of more than 115 Northeastern farm-

ers brought the suit against DFA after opting 

out of a prior lawsuit against the cooperative 

that resulted in a $50-million settlement in 

2016. The lawsuit alleges that DFA and its mar-

keting arm, Dairy Marketing Services (DMS), vi-

olated the Sherman Antitrust Act by conspiring 

to monopsonize the fluid milk market. Specifi-

cally, farmers allege that DFA and other cooper-

atives upheld an agreement not to poach one 

another’s farmer-members; shared information 

about how much they were paying farmers for 

raw milk in order to discourage competition, re-

sulting in lower prices; and ensured that those 

low prices were maintained across the market 

by entering into supply agreements with top 

dairy processors, including Dean Foods, H.P 

Hood, Kraft, and others. 

In her Friday ruling, U.S. District Judge Christina 

Reiss, who will preside over the trial, wrote that 

the plaintiffs put forward “admissible evidence 

from which a rational jury could conclude that 

DFA management favored growth of its com-

mercial operations and empire building over the 

interests of its farmer-members.” 

If a jury finds in the farmers’ favor, there could 

be wide-ranging implications for the dairy sec-

tor and other agricultural cooperatives. Cur-
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rently, agricultural cooperatives enjoy an ex-

emption from some antitrust scrutiny under 

the Capper-Volstead Act, a law dating back to 

when cooperatives were meant to shore up 

farmers in the market against pressure from 

powerful middlemen. The farmers in this case 

would have DFA’s behavior ruled beyond the 

scope of the antitrust immunity granted by Cap-

per-Volstead. They would also have DFA’s sup-

ply agreements terminated. 

In an email statement, DFA said that “the alle-

gations in this case are without merit and [we] 

look forward to presenting the actual facts in 

future proceedings.” 

DFA is the largest dairy cooperative in the coun-

try, with 6,000 employees at 42 manufacturing 

facilities and over 14,000 farmer-members. It 

markets about 30 percent of the fluid milk in 

the country. In the region discussed in this law-

suit, the Northeast Federal Milk Marketing Or-

der, DFA has a 50 percent market share, accord-

ing to the ruling. 

Dairy cooperatives have increasingly been un-

der scrutiny from farmers who say that they op-

erate more like profit-seeking corporations than 

entities intended to insure farmers’ livelihoods. 

DFA reported net income of over $108 million in 

2018, even as more than 2,700 dairy farms 

went out of business across the country. Coop-

erative executives’ salaries can reach into 

the millions. 

The ire between farmers and cooperatives 

would seem counterintuitive, since a co-op’s 

farmer-members are also, by definition, its 

owners. A co-op’s interests, then, would seem 

to be in raising prices for farmers, not suppress-

ing them. 

Yet the farmers in this lawsuit argue that DFA’s 

growing business as a processor has introduced 

a conflict of interest in how the co-op generates 

income. DFA owns many of its own processing 

facilities, which could mean that the less DFA 

pays for milk, the more money it makes from its 

products. As Harvard Law School Professor 

Einer R. Elhauge, who is serving as an expert 

witness for the plaintiffs in the case, put it in 

court documents, “Reducing raw milk prices 

[paid to dairy farmers] directly increases DFA’s 

profit per unit as a processor.” 

And income from processing, which comprised 

60 percent of DFA’s net income in 2016, is not 

shared with farmer-members. In 2018, DFA re-

turned just under 50 percent of its net income 

to its farmer-members. 

Additionally, Elhauge’s analysis of DFA’s income 

statements found that income from selling its 

members’ raw milk has remained the same “for 

at least the last ten years,” even though the 

amount paid to members has “ranged from 

$13.07 to $24.17 per cwt during this period.” 

Thus, Elhauge concludes, DFA “financially bene-

fits from reducing raw milk prices.” His estimate 

of the injury caused to farmers by this alleged 

conspiracy is 78 cents per hundredweight (one 

hundred pounds) of fluid milk. In September, 

the base price of Class I fluid milk was 

$17.84, according to the USDA. 

The suit also discusses DFA’s other alleged un-

savory business practices, such as coercing in-

dependent farmers to join the cooperative. In 

March 2017, DMS sent a letter to nearly 800 in-

dependent dairy farmers announcing they 

would no longer market the farmers’ milk to 

buyers. Farmers were given the option to find 

another marketer, or join DFA. According to the 

ruling, DFA’s membership in the Northeast 

jumped 40 percent that year. 

Farmers say that DFA and DMS have warped 

the market for milk and kept prices low by en-

tering into a series of supply agreements with 

dairy processors in the Northeast, making it dif-

ficult or impossible for independent farmers or 

non-DFA cooperatives to compete. During the 

period examined by this suit, those processors 
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included Dean, Hood, Kraft, Fage, Chobani, Sor-

rento and Turkey Hill. 

Farmers also allege that DFA executives and the 

executives of other dairy cooperatives have 

agreements not to poach each others’ farmer-

members, making it nearly impossible for farm-

ers to leave their co-op if they aren’t happy. 

Plaintiffs cite a 2002 correspondence between 

St. Alban’s Cooperative Creamery and DFA in 

which St. Alban’s wrote, “We expect that there 

would be no active solicitation of members be-

tween organizations,” and DFA’s former CEO 

Gary Hanman replied, “Obviously—but do we 

want this in writing—I think not.” 

 

With dairy farms disappearing in Carroll County, milk consumption flat, farmers look to 

alternative revenue sources 
OCT 01, 2019  

https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/carroll/news/cc-dairy-industry-struggle-20191001-

7z44crortjg6zku3re2akv3pfm-story.html 

hile dairy farms are disappearing 

from Carroll County, the farmers 

that remain are looking to alterna-

tive revenue sources such as crops or manufac-

turing to keep their businesses afloat. 

In 2012, there were 53 dairies in Carroll County, 

and now, approximately 24 remain, according 

to Bryan Butler, a University of Maryland Exten-

sion agent, quoting numbers from the National 

Agricultural Statistics Service. Compare that to 

731 dairy farms in Carroll County in 1959, 205 in 

1978, and 92 in 2002. 

“The dairy industry really drove our agricultural 

economy," Butler said. “It was a huge corner-

stone.” 

But if Butler had to describe the last few years 

of the dairy industry in Carroll County? 

“Devastating," he said. 

From Butler’s experience, dairy farmers don’t 

close up shop because they dislike their job. 

They shut down or downsize due to economics. 

‘We’re barely breaking even’ 

“It takes a special kind of person that wants to 

do it. No one works at our farm that doesn’t like 

working with cows and the other people,” said 

Matt Hoff, owner of Coldsprings Farms in New 

Windsor. 

Hoff is a fifth-generation dairy farmer. His fam-

ily has been farming in the same spot since 

1868. Coldsprings includes 2,200 acres, with 

some land in Taneytown, and 1,200 milking 

cows. He is president of Maryland & Virginia 

Milk Producers Cooperative Association Inc., 

which includes farmers in Carroll County. 

Hoff is one of the Carroll farmers who pushed 

for the Maryland Dairy Industry Association 

(MDIA) to find ways to bring more money back 

to local farmers. As a result, the MDIA part-

nered with Carroll County Agricultural Center to 

secure a $40,000 grant from Maryland Agricul-

tural Education and Rural Development Assis-

tance Fund to conduct a dairy processing plant 

feasibility study, according to a news release. 

The study suggested there is a market for lo-

cally-produced dairy products such as queso 

fresco, and while the study was welcomed, 

there is some skepticism. 

Gary Dell, of Dell Brothers Inc., is the fourth 

generation of his family in the business, and his 

children the fifth. They farm about 2,400 acres 

between Gamber and Littlestown, Pennsylva-

nia, and milk 90 cows. Dell Brothers started 

with 140 cows, according to Dell. 
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While dairy is Hoff’s primary business, the Dells 

see more profit elsewhere, such as in binding 

and selling grain. Dell estimates milk contrib-

utes to less than 20% of their overall revenue, 

compared to 30% in its prime. 

“The dairy industry has been struggling,” Dell 

said. 

The feasibility study suggests farmers try their 

hands at manufacturing dairy products, but Dell 

said most small, family-owned dairy farms don’t 

have the capital to invest or the labor force to 

build and staff a manufacturing plant. 

“Most dairy farmers already work 18 hours a 

day,” Dell said. 

Dell’s wife Crystal is the only full-timer devoted 

to the cows. 

“The small dairy farmer has kind of become ob-

solete,” she said. “We’re barely breaking even 

right now.” 

Butler, the extension agent, pointed to the 

“huge” amount of state regulations as a cause 

for headaches. 

“It is very challenging for the farms that do 

want to do processing," Butler said. “It becomes 

frustrating and overwhelming." 

And although there are fewer dairy farms, milk 

consumption doesn’t match what’s being pro-

duced. 

“If there’s a demand, we will oversupply it,” Dell 

said. 

Dell believes part of that has to do with the rise 

in milk alternatives that come from nuts such as 

soy and almond milks. 

Supply and demand 

“Consumption is flat to down,” said Steve Con-

nelly, the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s 

assistant secretary for marketing, animal indus-

tries and consumer services. 

The national supply of milk has increased over 

the last four years, while dairy consumption re-

mains flat, according to Connelly. 

“There’s a major consolidation of the dairy in-

dustry going on," he said. 

Production is on the downturn in Maryland, by 

approximately 1% to 2% per year over the last 

four years, Connelly said. 

What’s more, farmers don’t set their own milk 

prices. That’s driven by the market, and it’s a 

complicated process. 

“Farmers are price takers. They take the price 

the market gives them,” Connelly said. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) ex-

plains the milk pricing process and history in a 

24-page report. Some of the factors that influ-

ence milk prices include Federal Milk Marketing 

Orders (FMMO), import restrictions, export sub-

sidies, domestic and international food aid pro-

grams, state-level milk marketing programs, 

and more, the report’s summary states. 

Federal Milk Marketing Orders “establish cer-

tain provisions under which dairy processors 

purchase fresh milk from dairy farmers supply-

ing a marketing area,” according to the USDA’s 

website. Marketing areas are where dairy pro-

cessors “compete for packaged fluid milk sales," 

the website states. “Federal orders serve to 

maintain stable marketing relationships for all 

handlers (dairy processors) and producers 

(dairy farmers) supplying marketing areas, thus 

facilitating the complex process of marketing 

fresh milk,” the website reads. 

For farmers searching for government assis-

tance, the Dairy Margin Coverage Program may 

be a viable option. 

The program, a product of the 2018 Farm Bill, 

replaced the Margin Protection Program for 

Dairy. It helps cover the expenses outside of 
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feed costs, such as electricity or fuel, Connelly 

said. 

In the 2019 legislative session, Gov. Larry Hogan 

devoted $1.5 million to cover one year’s worth 

of premiums for farmers that wanted to buy 

into the program at the highest level — $9.50 

per hundredweight of milk, according to Con-

nelly. 

“We’re trying our best to find at least some 

form of a safety net that actually works for the 

dairy farmer,” Connelly said. 

Signups for the Daily Margin Coverage Program 

ended Friday, according to Connelly. 

Another contributing factor to the struggles of 

dairy farmers is that it is more costly to produce 

milk in the Northeast than in the plains of states 

such as Nebraska or Idaho, Connelly said. Land 

and labor costs are higher here, and farmers 

have to contend with environmental protec-

tions, like those in place to save the Chesapeake 

Bay, he said. 

Despite the difficult nature of the business, the 

remaining Carroll County dairy farmers con-

tinue, passing on what they enjoy to the next 

generation. 

“Dairy farmers like dairy farming because they 

like the way of life," Hoff said. “No one does it 

because they think they’re going to be a billion-

aire from milking cows. They like doing what 

they do.” 

 

 

 


